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Introduction 
At the 2007 South Carolina United Methodist Annual Conference, Rev. Gene Curry suggested that I do a 
project on historic United Methodist churches and places in South Carolina.  Gene knew my passion for 
anything connected with South Carolina history, but at that time, I was heavily involved with a project 
related to the American Revolution, so I put his suggestion on hold. 
 
But the idea would not go away.  South Carolina has more than 1,000 United Methodist churches.  Which 
churches and places should be included in a project of this nature?  What makes a church or place 
historic?  These became key questions as I thought about ways to approach the project.  After much 
consideration, I decided to include those historic churches and places that are currently United Methodist 
and included on one or more of the following:  the United Methodist list of historic sites; the National 
Register of Historic Places; or the South Carolina Highway Historical Marker Guide, a publication of the 
South Carolina Department of Archives and History. 
 
Using these guidelines, I have included a total of 108 churches and places in my collection of historic sites 
in South Carolina.  To assist the reader, I have listed all sites by county.  For those on the National 
Register of Historic Places or in the South Carolina Highway Historical Marker Guide, I have in most 
cases used their narrative without edits to describe the specific sites.  If a particular church had a web site 
that included a history section, or if I was able to obtain a written history, I have used their story instead of 
writing my own.  In all cases, I have tried to include simple directions to each site, as well as a current 
photograph.  But, because I am at best only an amateur photographer, I found this to be my greatest 
challenge. 
 
Winston Churchill said it well:  “We shape our buildings; thereafter, our buildings shape us.”  I hope you 
enjoy seeing the buildings and places that have “shaped” Methodists over the years.  Missing are the faces 
of those people whose faith and commitment to serve God led them to envision a church or a college 
where none had been before.  Their legacy lives on in these buildings.  In addition, their legacy lives in the 
thousands of persons throughout South Carolina who are called Methodist.  Bishop Will Willimon, in his 
book Why I Am A United Methodist, writes about those things that made him who he is, saying that “…it 
is mainly because someone else told me the story, lived the gospel before me in places like McBee Chapel 
and Buncombe Street Church in ways that made me know that this was my story, my name, my 
salvation.”  (1990) 
 
James A. Neal 
July 15, 2014 
Cover: Spann UM Church, Ward, SC 1805 
 Indian Field’s Camp Ground, near St. George 1810
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The People Called Methodist 
The process of examining the history of Methodism in America has been described as similar to the 
process of peeling an onion:  when you peel away one layer, another awaits.  Since the purpose of this 
project is not to document the history of Methodism in South Carolina, this leaves me with a critical 
decision:  Do I exclude anything on Methodist history and move directly to the list of churches and 
places?  Do I attempt to address only the historical high points?  Or do I begin with a thorough review of 
the growth of Methodism?  As a compromise, I have opted to touch on the high points of Methodist 
history as I see them and to hope that this will be enough for those who have not delved into Methodist 
history.  This section is intentionally brief, since I recognize my own proclivity for moving quickly to the 
parts of a book that are of greatest interest to me.  I encourage you to take a few minutes to read this 
section before moving on to the list of historic churches and places. 
 
What Is a Methodist? 
Perhaps the best place to begin this section is to talk briefly about the people who call themselves 
Methodist.  John Wesley’s own definition is simple:  “A Methodist – one that lives according to the 
method laid down in the Bible.” (Baker, 1976)  While Wesley’s definition speaks to what he viewed as the 
essential characteristic of a Christian, modern definitions of Methodism tend to be more complex.  Most 
credit John Wesley and his brother, Charles, as the recognized leaders of a movement to revive the Church 
of England in the 18th century.  This movement focused on Bible study and a methodical approach to 
scriptures and Christian living.  The term “Methodist” was a pejorative term given to the Wesleys and a 
small society of students at Oxford who met together between 1729 and 1735 for the purpose of mutual 
improvement.  These early Methodists, reacting against perceived apathy in the Church of England toward 
worship and concern over the living and working conditions of the poor, became open-air preachers and 
established Methodist societies wherever they went.  Today, the distinctive features of the Wesleyan 
movement, as summarized in The Faith Sharing New Testament with the Psalms (1996), are as follows: 
• All need to be saved. 
• All may be saved. 
• All may know that they are saved. 
• All may be saved to the utmost. 
 
In addition, traditional Methodist features include: 
• the importance of shared leadership (lay and clergy) in the life and mission of the church; 
• the importance of blending personal commitment with social responsibility; 
• the importance of expressing gratitude for God’s grace by rendering unselfish service; 
• the importance of witnessing; 
• the importance of a connectional system that links congregations, districts and conferences; and 
• the importance of hymn singing in worship. 
 
Historians like dates that are clear and precise for specific events.  Unfortunately, such a date does not 
exist for the beginning of Methodism in America or South Carolina.  Wesley, writing in 1781, said that 
“The first rise of Methodism, so called, was in November, 1729, when four of us met together at Oxford, 
the second was in Savannah in April, 1736, when twenty or thirty persons met at my home, the last was at 
London, on [May 1, 1738], when forty or fifty of us agreed to meet together every Wednesday evening” 
(Baker, 1976) 
 
During the few years that Wesley was in Georgia, did he begin Methodism within South Carolina?  Yes, 
as modest beginnings of the Methodist movement, according to Frank Baker in From Wesley to Asbury: 
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Studies in Early American Methodism.  Wesley began what were later called Methodist Societies while in 
Savannah, and he also published his Collection of Psalms and Hymns while in Charleston in 1737.  
However, while there is evidence that Wesley preached several sermons while traveling in South Carolina, 
there is no documented record of his formation of any society. 
 
From this modest beginning in the 1730s, Methodism during the Colonial era was nurtured by English and 
Irish immigrants who brought this part of their worship with them and by itinerant missionary preachers 
from England and lay preachers who advocated forming Methodist Societies.  Methodism, as advocated 
by John Wesley at that time, was to be a movement within the Anglican Church, not a separate church.  
Creating a new denomination during the Colonial era was further discouraged by government policy.  The 
Colonial government recognized only one church in South Carolina – the Anglican Church.  It was the 
official church of the Colonial government, and there were incentives for belonging and disadvantages for 
not being a member.  Those who chose to belong to other denominations were considered “Dissenters,” 
and their places of worship were called “Meeting Houses.”  In addition, Methodism in this country was 
further delayed because of the American Revolution, when most of the itinerant preachers returned to 
England. Francis Asbury was not among those retuning but apparently found it necessary to keep a low 
profile during those years.  But this was not the case after the American Revolution due to the efforts of 
Asbury and others.  What a remarkable man!  His theology was democratic and Biblical.  Asbury believed 
that Christ’s atoning was the answer to the need of the human heart and was available, not just for the 
elect, but for all human persons.  This had the effect of making all persons equal before God.  All are 
equally sinful.  All are equally salvable.  How then could a gospel messenger differentiate between rich 
and poor, educated and uneducated, black or white, politically significant or insignificant?  All stand in 
need of Christ. 
 
He visited South Carolina 31 times and other states or territories with equal frequency.  In his unparalleled 
career he preached about 16,500 sermons, or at least one a day, traveled about 270,000 miles (or 6,000 a 
year), and was the presiding bishop in no less than 224 annual conferences.  When he came to America, 
the Methodists numbered 10 preachers and 600 members; when he died, after 45 years of work, they had 
695 preachers and 214,235 members. (Salter, 2003) 
 
Since Methodism in South Carolina cannot trace its beginnings to one specific time and place, some could 
rightfully argue that Methodism started with the first gathering of Methodist preachers in America in 
1773. Called together by Thomas Rankin, Wesley’s general assistant the practice of “conferencing” was 
established as the method for governing Methodism. Eleven years would pass before the Christmas 
Conference that began on December 24, 1784 created the Methodist Episcopal Church.  Thus, any site 
founded in South Carolina after this date could be considered a Methodist Church. (Salter, 2003) 
 
Today, there are more than 20 branches of Methodism in the United States, which include the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection, the Primitive Methodist Church, the Congregational Methodist Church and the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, among others.  Each of these has evolved through its own rich 
history, but this work will focus only on the United Methodist Church whose lineage dates to 1784 when 
the Methodist Episcopal Church was founded.  The first South Carolina Annual Conference was held on 
March 22, 1787, in Charleston.  In 1845, as the result of regional differences, including slavery, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church divided and became the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
 
Following the American Civil War, many African Americans left the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
and joined the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church or the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.  African-American 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, declined from more than 200,000 in 1860 to 
78,742 in 1866.  The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America was created to provide African 
Americans within the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, with a separate church.  Today, it is known as 
the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.  Many African Americans formed churches that affiliated with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, North.  These formed the Conference of 1866, which merged with the 
South Carolina Conference in 1972.  (Grambling, The American Methodists:  Organization, Division and 
Reunion - unpublished) 
 
In 1939, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the Methodist 
Protestant Church united as The Methodist Church. 
 
On April 23, 1968, The United Methodist Church was created when Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, 
representing The Evangelical United Brethren Church, and Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of The Methodist 
Church joined hands at the constituting General Conference in Dallas, Texas.  With the words, “Lord of 
the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy Church and now in The United Methodist Church,” the new 
denomination was given birth by two churches that had distinguished histories and influential ministries in 
various parts of the world.  It is now the largest body of Methodists in the world, with approximately 8.5 
million members. 
 
At the close of the 2007 Annual Conference, the South Carolina Conference included 675 Pastoral 
Charges and 1,027 local churches.  At the end of 2006, as reported in the 2007 Conference Journal, there 
were 241,195 United Methodists in the South Carolina Conference. 
 
The following timeline of Methodist history in South Carolina was prepared by Dr. A.V. Huff, historian of 
the South Carolina Conference, with additions by Dr. Phillip Stone, conference archivist, and is included 
with their permission. 
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A Timeline of Methodist History 
in South Carolina 
South Carolina Events National and World Events 
1737 - John Wesley visits the South Carolina 
Lowcountry 
1738 - George Whitfield makes first visit to South 
Carolina, establishes societies 
1738 - John Wesley’s Aldersgate experience 
1784 - Methodists begin to move into South Carolina, 
some from England and Ireland, others from Virginia, 
societies form in the Upcountry 
1785 - First visit of Bishop Asbury (annual visits until 
1816), first appointments of preachers in Charleston 
and Georgetown, four circuits created (Charleston, Pee 
Dee, Santee, Broad River); vigorous evangelization of 
African Americans 
1775-1783 - American Revolution 
December 1784 - Christmas Conference in Baltimore 
begins the Methodist Episcopal Church in America; 
Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke elected bishops 
1787 - First meeting of an Annual Conference in South 
Carolina 
1791 - Primitive Methodist Schism (William Hammett) 
1787 - Delegates write the U.S. Constitution in 
Philadelphia 
1795 - Mount Bethel Academy opens in Newberry, first 
Methodist school in South Carolina 
1796 - South Carolina Conference established 
1800 - Anti-Slavery Address adopted by General 
Conference 
1800 - Camp meeting movement begins nationally 
1800 - Methodist society membership in South Carolina 
includes 3,399 white and 1,283 black members in 10 
circuits 
1800 - Membership in Methodist societies in the United 
States reaches 64,000, with 13,000 of those being black 
members 
1802 - Camp meeting movement spreads into South 
Carolina 
1804 - Two Disciplines published over the issue of 
slavery 
 
1812 - First General Conference composed of delegates 
from the Annual Conferences rather than of all 
conference members 
1829 - Missions to slaves on plantations established 
1837 - Southern Christian Advocate begins publication 
on June 24 in Charleston 
1830 - Methodist Protestant Church organized 
1846 - William Capers elected bishop; first South 
Carolina native elected to the episcopacy 
1848 - First South Carolina missionaries travel to China 
(Charles Taylor and Benjamin Jenkins) 
1844 - Methodist Episcopal Church splits over the issue 
of slavery 
1846 - Methodist Episcopal Church, South, organized 
in Louisville, Ky. 
1854 - Wofford College opens in Spartanburg after a 
bequest from Methodist minister Benjamin Wofford.  
That same year, Columbia Female College is approved 
by the conference.  Other women’s colleges open in the 
late 1850s in Spartanburg and in Lenoir, N.C. 
1856 - South Carolina Conference Historical Society 
established 
 
 1861-1865 - American Civil War 
1862 - First Northern missionary among Black 
Carolinians – T. Willard Lewis; Alonzo Webster comes 
in 1865 
1866 - South Carolina Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (the northern branch of Methodism) 
established 
1865-1877 - Reconstruction 
1869 - Claflin University opens in Orangeburg 
1873 - Williamston Female College opens under the 
leadership of Rev. Samuel Lander; later moves to 
Greenwood and becomes Lander College 
 
1878 - South Carolina Conference Missionary Society 
established 
1880 - Thomas B. Jeter becomes the first South 
Carolina Methodist to serve as governor 
1896 - Epworth Orphanage opens in Columbia 
Temperance movement, revivalism, holiness movement 
begin 
Rapid growth of the textile industry in South Carolina 
and in the South 
1911 - Textile Industrial Institute opens in Spartanburg, 
later becomes Spartanburg Methodist College Progressive Era 
1914 - South Carolina conference divided; Upper South 
Carolina Conference meets for the first time in 1915  
 
1939 - The Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and Methodist Protestant 
Church reunify, creating The Methodist Church 
1940 - First meeting of Jurisdictional Conferences 
1948 - The Upper South Carolina Conference and 
South Carolina Conference merge into the South 
Carolina Conference 
1948 - The Southern Christian Advocate becomes the 
South Carolina Methodist Advocate 
 
1951 - The South Carolina Christian Action Council is 
formed 1950s and 1960s - The Civil Rights Movement 
1960 - The Columbia Area is created; Paul Hardin Jr. 
becomes the first bishop of the South Carolina 
Conference to serve exclusively in South Carolina.  He 
serves until 1972 
1956 - General Conference approves full clergy rights 
for women 
1964 - James Thomas becomes the first black South 
Carolinian to be elected a bishop 
1968 - The Methodist Church and the Evangelical 
United Brethren join to form The United Methodist 
Church 
Segregated Central Jurisdiction is abolished 
1972 - The historically white South Carolina 
Conference (1785) and historically black South 
Carolina Conference (1866) merge; Edward Tullis 
becomes bishop 
 
1980 - Roy C. Clark becomes bishop 
1988 - Joseph B. Bethea becomes the first African 
American to serve as bishop of the South Carolina 
Conference 
1996 - J. Lawrence McCleskey becomes bishop 
2004 - Mary Virginia Taylor becomes the first woman 
to serve as bishop of the South Carolina Conference 
 
 
 
What Makes a Site Historic? 
Obviously, the date alone does not determine whether a site is recognized as historic, although by 
definition that must be part of the criteria.  Methodism in South Carolina cannot trace its beginnings to 
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one specific time and place.  Some could rightfully argue that Methodism in South Carolina started with 
the establishment of the first known Methodist Society.  Others may take the position that a Methodist 
Church could not exist before the 1784 Christmas Conference that created the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 
 
During their early years in America, Methodists seemed to purposefully avoid becoming attached to a 
particular church.  Methodist preachers were assigned a territory, not a church.  This practice was no 
doubt heavily influenced by Wesley and Asbury, both of whom advocated for itinerant preachers who 
were willing to preach outdoors to small groups.  Thus, early Methodist historians have tended to focus on 
the clergy and not the site where the church service took place. 
 
So what makes a site historic?  To most of us, a site is historic if some recognized authority declares that it 
meets certain criteria as such.  Each of the authorities that I contacted for this book, the United Methodist 
Church, the National Register of Historic Places and the South Carolina Department of Archives and 
History, has a selection process. 
 
However, being on one of their respective lists also presents some questions.  For example, some 
Methodist Churches are on the National Register of Historic Places because the building is located within 
a historic district.  Should these be included?  I decided that they should, because the building and 
congregation were integral parts of the district’s historical designation.  Perhaps this is the easy way out, 
for me to include all churches and sites that are on the lists of all three sources.  I leave that question to the 
reader after reviewing the following criteria for being listed as historic. 
 
United Methodist Church:  General Commission on Archives and History 
A Historic Site is a location or structure associated with an event, development or personality 
deemed of strong historic significance in the history of an Annual, Central, or Jurisdictional 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  Historic Sites are designated by formal action of the 
Annual, Central, or Jurisdictional Conference within whose region the site is located. 
The effort to designate a Historic Site is not a casual one.  The case for historicity, maintenance 
and use must be well established.  The General Commission on Archives and History counsels that 
the designation be bestowed sparingly, after careful investigation and research.  Inquiry should be 
made into such pertinent factors as present ownership, maintenance and accessibility for those who 
may wish to visit. 
The Commission further recommends that a painstaking effort be made to collect and preserve 
substantive proof of the site’s history, such as books, pamphlets, maps, pastoral and church 
records, journals, letters, periodicals, photographs, and personal memorabilia.  Copies of these 
materials should be deposited in the respective conference archives. 
 
Following are the sites that have been designated as historic by the South Carolina United Methodist 
Church: 
Place       County 
1. Cokesbury Methodist Conference School  Greenwood 
2. Jackson Grove UM Church and Cemetery  Spartanburg 
3. John Wesley UM Church    Greenville 
4. Duncan Memorial UM Church   Georgetown 
5. Centenary UM Church    Charleston 
6. First UM Church     Horry 
7. Mt. Hebron Temperance Hall    Lexington 
8. Shiloh Methodist Church    Spartanburg 
9. Washington Street UM Church   Richland 
10. Bethel UM Church     Charleston 
11. Trinity UM Church     Charleston 
12. Old Trinity Church     Charleston 
13. Old Cumberland Street Church    Charleston 
14. Trinity UM Church     Oconee 
15. Lewis Timothy Print Shop    Charleston 
16. Mount Bethel Academy    Newberry  
17. Fork Creek      Chesterfield 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
For a property to be listed on the National Register, it must meet at least one of four key criteria.  
Information on architectural styles, association with various aspects of social history and 
commerce, and ownership are all integral parts of the nomination.  Each nomination generally 
provides a narrative section that describes the site or building in detail and justifies why it is 
historically significant.  The four criteria are as follows: 
To meet the “Event” category, criterion A, the property must make a contribution to the broad 
patterns of American history. 
Criterion B, “Person,” is associated with significant people in the American past. 
The third criterion, C, “Design/Construction,” is affiliated with the distinctive characteristics of the 
building through its construction and architecture, including having high artistic value or being the 
work of a master. 
The final criterion, D, “Information Potential,” is satisfied if the property has yielded or may be 
likely to yield information important to prehistory or history. 
The criteria are applied differently for different types of properties, for instance, maritime 
properties have different application guidelines than buildings.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
Following are the Methodist sites in South Carolina that have been included on the National Register of 
Historic Places:  
Place       County 
1. Main Street UM Church    Abbeville 
2. St. John’s UM Church    Aiken 
3. St. John UM Church (Graniteville)   Aiken 
4. Salley UM Church     Aiken 
5. Trinity UM Church     Bamberg 
6. Mizpah UM Church     Bamberg 
7. St. Luke’s UM Church    Beaufort 
8. Pinopolis UM Church    Berkeley 
9. Centenary UM Church    Charleston 
10. Trinity UM Church     Charleston 
11. Bethel UM Church     Charleston 
12. Old Bethel      Charleston 
13. Bethel UM Church     Chester 
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14. First UM Church     Chesterfield 
15. Mt. Tabor UM Church    Chesterfield 
16. St. Paul’s UM Church    Chesterfield 
17. Trinity UM Church     Darlington 
18. St. Paul’s UM Church    Dillon 
19. Latta UM Church     Dillon 
20. Indian Fields Camp Ground   Dorchester 
21. Wesley UM Church     Dorchester 
22. Appleby’s UM Church    Dorchester 
23. Cypress UM Church    Dorchester 
24. Edgefield UM Church    Edgefield 
25. First UM Church     Fairfield 
26. Ruff’s Chapel UM Church    Fairfield 
27. Monticello UM Church    Fairfield 
28. McBee Chapel UM Church    Greenville 
29. John Wesley UM Church    Greenville 
30. Woodside UM Church    Greenville 
31. Hebron UM Church     Horry 
32. Conway (First) UM Church    Horry 
33. Lyttleton Street UM Church   Kershaw 
34. First UM Church     Laurens 
35. Old Methodist Church    Laurens 
36. Rembert UM Church      Lee 
37. Leesville UM Church    Lexington 
38. Old Ebenezer     Marion 
39. First UM Church     Marlboro 
40. St. Michael’s UM Church    Marlboro 
41. Trinity UM Church     Marlboro 
42. Central UM Church     Newberry 
43. White House UM Church    Orangeburg 
44. Cattle Creek Campground    Orangeburg 
45. Trinity UM Church     Orangeburg 
46. Washington Street UM Church   Richland 
47. Hopkins UM Church    Richland 
48. Whaley Street UM Church    Richland 
49. Spann UM Church     Saluda 
50. Wofford College     Spartanburg 
51. Central UM Church     Spartanburg 
52. Shiloh UM Church     Spartanburg 
53. Jackson Grove UM Church    Spartanburg 
54. Grace UM Church     Union 
55. Trinity UM Church     York 
56. St. John’s UM Church    York 
 
South Carolina Department of Archives and History 
The South Carolina Highway Historical Marker Guide is intended to mark historic places, not 
places that serve primarily as memorials to individuals or institutions associated with those places.  
Historic properties less than 25 years old, associated with events that occurred less than 25 years 
ago, or significant for their association with significant persons who died less than 25 years ago 
will not ordinarily be eligible for historical markers.  Any exceptions will only be made on a case-
by-case basis after review by the Archives and History Commission.  The sites of significant 
buildings no longer standing may be eligible for historical markers under the same criteria as other 
historic properties. 
Historic properties or sites closely associated with significant persons may be marked primarily for 
that association only if:  the property is the property or site in the state that best represents the 
individual’s community of birth or residence, productive career, association with a particular 
institution, or association with a significant event, AND no other site in South Carolina closely 
associated with the individual and marked primarily for that association has already been marked.  
Sites of significant events should be marked, when possible, on the nearest public street, county 
road, or state highway. 
Counties, cities or towns may erect markers based on their establishment or date of incorporation.  
Cemeteries may be eligible for a single marker based on their significance to a particular 
community, significant persons buried there, their association with significant events, or their 
significance in gravestone art, but individual gravestones, gravesites or plots within cemeteries will 
not be eligible for historical markers. 
Individual components of a historic property already marked as an entity will not be eligible for 
historical markers.  Source: SCDAH 
 
Following are the United Methodist sites that are listed in the South Carolina Highway Historical Marker 
Guide: 
Place       County 
1. Speedwell Methodist Church    Allendale 
2. St. John’s UM Church    Anderson 
3. St. Paul’s UM Church     Anderson 
4. Sandy Springs Campground    Anderson 
5. Salem UM Church     Bamberg 
6. Spring Hill UM Church    Berkeley 
7. Rehobeth UM Church     Berkeley 
8. Jericho UM Church     Calhoun 
9. Shady Grove UM Church     Calhoun 
10. Trinity UM Church     Charleston 
11. Andrews Chapel UM Church    Clarendon 
12. Island Creek Meeting House    Colleton 
13. Green Pond UM Church    Colleton 
14. Cross Swamp UM Church    Colleton 
15. St. James UM Church     Darlington 
16. Wesley Chapel UM Church    Darlington 
17. Damascus Methodist     Darlington 
18. St. Paul’s UM Church     Dillon 
19. Main UM Church     Dillon 
20. Appleby’s UM Church    Dorchester 
21. Grover  UM Church     Dorchester 
22. Shady Grove Camp Ground    Dorchester 
23. Edgefield UM Church    Edgefield 
24. First UM Church     Fairfield 
25. Mt. Zion UM Church     Florence 
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26. Pisgah UM Church     Florence 
27. Sampit UM Church     Georgetown 
28. Lebanon UM Church (Grove)   Greenville 
29. Cokesbury College     Greenwood 
30. Tabernacle Methodist     Greenwood 
31. Socastee UM Church     Horry 
32. St. Paul’s UM Church     Jasper 
33. Camp Creek UM Church    Lancaster 
34. Dial UM Church     Laurens 
35. Mt. Hebron UM Church    Lexington 
36. Lewie Chapel      Lexington 
37. Old Ebenezer      Marion 
38. First UM Church     Marlboro 
39. Old Beauty Spot     Marlboro 
40. Central UM Church     Newberry 
41. New Chapel UM Church    Newberry 
42. White House UM Church     Orangeburg 
43. Zion UM Church     Orangeburg  
44. Claflin College     Orangeburg 
45. Target UM Church     Orangeburg 
46. Washington Street UM Church   Richland 
47. Columbia Female College    Richland 
48. Bethel UM Church     Richland 
49. Wesley UM Church     Richland 
50. Spartanburg Methodist College   Spartanburg 
51. Mt. Zion UM Church     Sumter 
52. Green Swamp Methodist Church   Sumter 
53. Bethel UM Church     Sumter 
54. Sutton’s UM Church     Williamsburg 
55. Ebenezer UM Church     Williamsburg 
56. Cooper’s Academy/Bethesda Methodist Church Williamsburg 
57. Trinity UM Church     York 
 
Of the 108 historic sites that comprise the collection included herein, 17 sites are recognized by the United 
Methodist Church as historic; 56 are listed on the National Register of Historic Places; and 57feature a 
historical highway marker from the South Carolina Department of Archives and History.  Several of the 
sites have multiple listings, and a few are recognized by all three. 
 
I considered adding a fourth list consisting of churches that were started before South Carolina’s First 
Annual Conference in 1787 but which have not been recognized by any of the three authorities referenced 
herein.  Included in Appendix A is a working list drawn from several sources:  the list developed by Dr. 
Roger Gramling, which he generously shared;  the list developed by Rev. Frank Buie; History of South 
Carolina Methodism by Albert Deems Betts; Early Methodism in the Carolinas by A.M. Chreitzberg; and 
responses received from District Superintendents are all sources for this list.  It is a work in progress.  I 
have chosen not to include these churches in this current project.  Perhaps another time. 
 
Historic United Methodist Churches and Places in South Carolina 
• UMC –  United Methodist Church 
• NRHP –  National Register of Historic Places 
• SCDAH –  South Carolina Department of Archives and History 
 
 
County      Source Date  Page 
 
Abbeville County 
Main Street UM Church (Abbeville)   NRHP  1887  1 
 
Aiken County 
St. John’s UM Church (Aiken)   SCDAH 1846   2 
St. John UM Church (Graniteville)   NRHP  1847   3 
Salley UM Church     NRHP  1935   3 
 
Allendale County 
Speedwell UM Church    SCDAH 1828    5 
 
Anderson County 
St. John’s UM Church    SCDAH 1828   6 
Sandy Springs Campground    SCDAH 1828   7 
St. Paul’s UM Church     SCDAH 1803   8 
 
Bamberg County 
Mizpah UM Church     NRHP, 1832   9 
       SCDAH 
Trinity UM Church     NRHP  1904   10 
Salem UM Church     SCDAH 1818   11 
 
Beaufort County 
St. Luke’s UM Church     NRHP  1824  12 
 
Berkeley County 
Pinopolis UM Church     NRHP  1900  13 
Spring Hill UM Church    SCDAH 1800  13 
Rehobeth UM Church     SCDAH 1811  14 
 
Calhoun County 
Jericho UM Church     SCDAH 1811  15 
Shady Grove UM Church    SCDAH 1800  15 
 
Charleston County 
Centenary      UMC,  1842  16 
NRHP 
 
Trinity UM Church     UMC,  1792  16 
NRHP, 
xv 
 
SCDAH 
Bethel Methodist Church    UMC,  1853  18 
NRHP 
Old Bethel UM Church    NRHP  1797  19 
Old Cumberland Street Church   UMC  1785  20 
Lewis Timothy Print Shop    UMC  1734  21 
 
Chester County 
Bethel UM Church     NRHP  1897  22 
 
Chesterfield County 
First UM Church     NRHP  1832  23 
Mt. Tabor UM Church    NRHP  1878  23 
St. Paul UM Church     NRHP  1905  24 
Fork Creek UM Church    UMC  1784  24 
 
Clarendon County 
Andrews Chapel UM Church    SCDAH 1786  26 
 
Colleton County 
Cross Swamp UM Church    SCDAH 1808  27 
Green Pond UM Church    SCDAH 1808  28 
Island Creek Meeting House    SCDAH 1796  28 
 
Darlington County 
Damascus Methodist Church    SCDAH 1817  29 
Trinity UM Church     NRHP  1834  29 
St. James UM Church     SCDAH 1866  30 
Wesley Chapel UM Church    SCDAH 1789  30 
 
Dillon County 
St. Paul’s UM Church     NRHP, 1786  32 
SCDAH 
Main Street UM Church    SCDAH 1892  33 
Latta UM Church     NRHP  1908  34 
 
Dorchester County 
Appleby Methodist Church    NRHP, 1787  35 
SCDAH 
Cypress Methodist Camp Ground   NRHP  1794  36 
Indian Fields Methodist Camp Ground  NRHP  1810  37 
Grover (Murray’s) UM Church   SCDAH 1897  38 
Wesley UM Church     NRHP  1870  38 
Shady Grove Camp Ground    SCDAH 1870  39 
Edgefield County 
Edgefield UM Church    NRHP  1820  40 
SCDAH 
 
Fairfield County 
First UM Church     SCDAH 1808  41 
Monticello UM Church    NRHP  1859  41 
Ruff’s Chapel UM Church    NRHP  1870  42 
 
Florence County 
Mt. Zion UM Church     SCDAH 1868  43 
Pisgah UM Church     SCDAH 1806  43 
 
Georgetown County 
Duncan Memorial UM Church   SCDAH, 1785  44 
       UMC 
Sampit UM Church     SCDAH 1786  45 
 
Greenville County 
John Wesley UM Church    NRHP  1866  46 
UMC 
Lebanon (Grove) UM Church   SCDAH 1790  46 
McBee Chapel UM Church    NRHP  1842  47 
Woodside UM Church    NRHP  1921  48 
 
Greenwood County 
Cokesbury College     UMC,  1854  49 
       NRHP, 
       SCDAH 
Tabernacle      SCDAH 1820  50 
 
Horry County 
Conway First UM Church    NRHP, 1845  51 
       UMC 
Socastee UM Church     SCDAH 1818  52 
Hebron UM Church     NRHP  1855  53 
 
Jasper County 
St. Paul’s UM Church     SCDAH 1890  54 
 
Kershaw County 
Lyttleton Street UM Church    NRHP  1787  55 
 
Lancaster County 
Camp Creek UM Church    SCDAH 1798  56 
 
Laurens County 
Dials UM Church     SCDAH 1808  58 
First UM Church     NRHP  1897  59 
Old Laurens Methodist    NRHP  1852  59 
 
Lee County 
Rembert Methodist Church    NRHP  1785  60 
 
xvii 
 
Lexington County 
Leesville UM Church     NRHP  1909  61 
Lewie Chapel (Old Gilbert)    SCDAH 1870  61 
Mt. Hebron Temperance Hall    NRHP  1862  62 
       UMC 
Mt. Hebron UM Church    SCDAH 1800  63 
 
Marion County 
Old Ebenezer      NRHP  1786  64 
 
Marlboro County 
First UM Church     NRHP  1834  65 
Trinity UM Church     NRHP  1920  65 
Old Beauty Spot     SCDAH 1783  66 
St. Michael’s UM Church    NRHP  1868  66 
 
Newberry County 
Central UM Church     NRHP  1832  67 
Mount Bethel Academy    SCDAH, 1795  68 
       UMC 
New Chapel UM  Church    SCDAH 1820  68 
 
Oconee County 
Trinity       UMC  1860  69 
 
Orangeburg County 
Trinity UM Church     NRHP, 1866  70 
       SCDAH 
White House Church (White Meeting House) NRHP, 1790  70 
SCDAH 
Zion Church      SCDAH 1843  71 
Cattle Creek Campground    NRHP  1786  72 
Clafin College      SCDAH 1869  73 
Target UM Church     SCDAH 1800  74 
 
Richland County 
Bethel UM Church     SCDAH 1835  75 
Wesley UM Church     SCDAH 1869  76 
Washington Street UM Church   NRHP, 1803  76 
SCDAH, 
UMC 
Columbia College     SCDAH 1854  78 
Whaley Street UM Church    NRHP  1896  79 
 
Saluda County 
Spann UM Church     NRHP  1805  80 
 
Spartanburg County 
Central UM Church     NRHP  1838  81 
Wofford College     NRHP  1854  82 
Shiloh       NRHP, 1786  83 
UMC 
 SCDAH 
Jacksons Grove UM Church    UMC,  1870  84 
       NRHP 
Spartanburg Methodist College   SCDAH 1911  84 
 
Sumter County 
Mt. Zion UM Church     SCDAH 1873  86 
Bethel UM Church     SCDAH 1787  87 
Green Swamp      SCDAH 1787  88 
 
Union County 
Grace UM Church     NRHP  1872  89 
 
Williamsburg County 
Suttons UM Church     SCDAH 1825  90 
Ebenezer UM Church     SCDAH 1822  91 
Cooper’s Academy/Bethesda Methodist Church SCDAH 1879  92 
 
York County 
Trinity UM Church    SCDAH 1824  93 
St. John’s UM Church    NRHP  1856  93 
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ABBEVILLE COUNTY 
 
Main Street UM Church (Abbeville)          1887 
Main Street, Abbeville 
 
Main Street is included within the NRHP list for the Abbeville Historic District.  It is an irregular-plan 
brick church with a gable roof.  A large, central, lancet-shaped stained glass window is flanked by brick 
buttresses with concrete ornamentation.  A three-story, square tower on left end of façade has a modern, 
aluminum spire.  A two-story wing has been added to the right elevation, and the building has a stepped 
parapet with concrete cornice.  A two-story, truncated-hip-roof, brick education building with full 
basement was added to the rear in 1925, at which time the main building was renovated. Source: NRHP
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
AIKEN COUNTY _______________________________________________________________  
 
St. John’s UM Church          1846 
Richland Avenue (between Newberry & Chesterfield Streets), Aiken 
 
This church has its origin in 1825 as a 
Methodist congregation on the Hollow 
Creek Circuit that predates the city of 
Aiken.  Rev. John Reynolds was the first 
circuit rider serving St. John’s, which 
shared a minister with St. John in 
Graniteville until becoming a separate 
congregation in 1856.   
The first sanctuary here, a frame Greek 
Revival church designed by Dr. E.J.C. 
Wood, was built in 1857-58.  The 1858 
Greek Revival church was demolished in 
1961-64 and replaced by the present 
sanctuary, a brick church designed by 
local architect John Weems.  This 
church, consecrated in 1964, was built 
on the site of the old church cemetery.  
With the consent of their descendants, 
the persons buried there were exhumed and reburied south of the 
sanctuary.  Their names are engraved on a marble plaque near the 
chapel entrance. 
Source: SCDAH 
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St. John UM Church          1847 
18 Gregg Street, Graniteville 
 
When William Gregg began construction activity at Graniteville in 1847, he offered free building sites to 
religious groups if they agreed to erect churches designed by good architects.  By 1849, two churches, a 
Baptist and a Methodist, had been completed, both of which were Early Gothic Revival in their 
architecture.  Some years later, the Baptist church burned, but St. John remains.  Designed by Charleston 
architect J.B. White, this westward-facing, T-shaped structure rests on red brick foundations; is of frame 
construction; features white-painted board and batten wall construction; has Gothic windows and door 
openings; and is capped with a slate-covered, steep gable roof.  Today, the church – which appears to have 
undergone little exterior alteration – is in excellent condition and still serves its original purpose.  Source: 
NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salley UM Church          1935 
Pine Street, Salley 
 
Possibly as early as 1735, British colonials arrived in 
the area upon which the town of Salley developed.  
The present-day town formed during the decade of 
the 1880s on a 1,000-acre plantation located two 
miles southeast of John Town.  D.H. Salley, the 
plantation’s owner and a member of the South 
Carolina General Assembly, had become aware of 
plans for railroad transportation of kaolin from a mine 
in nearby Sievern.  He laid out a plan of streets and 
avenues, and also established the first school in the 
area on his property.  He successfully negotiated the 
train’s path through his land and later secured 
incorporation papers for the community of Salley. 
Listed on the NRHP as part of the Salley Historic District, Salley Methodist is a T-shaped building with a 
front gable roof of diamond asphalt shingles.  Gable vents 
are present and the roof line features a boxed cornice with 
return.  There is one external capped chimney.  Also 
featured is a one-story entry portal with a rounded arch 
with stone imposts and keystones.  The porch only covers 
the doorway and like the roof is gabled with a boxed 
cornice and return.  The double-leaf door at the entry has 
four lights on each door and a five-light transom above it.  
A rear double-door entry features the same type of doors 
covered by a shed roof.  The double-sash windows feature 
a nine-over-nine light configuration and are of yellow 
stained glass.  Windows in the transom and at the rear are 
six-over-six double sash.  Each window has brick sills 
and lintels.  The church also features soldier-course bricks 
just above the vented brick foundation.  Source: NRHP 
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ALLENDALE COUNTY 
 
Speedwelll UM Church          1885 
Intersection of Little Hell* and Speedwell Church Road, Millett  
 
 
This church, founded in 1885, was named 
Speedwell for a stagecoach stop and the 
first post office in the vicinity, now Millett.  
In 1884-85, Ogreta Brabham Dunbar and 
Savannah Barker Bates raised funds for a 
new congregation, in what was then 
Barnwell County.  In 1885, Mary Dunbar 
Lafitte and her husband John H. Lafitte 
donated a five-acre tract here for the 
church.  The first church on this site, built about 1885, was replaced by the present church, which was 
begun in 1922 during the pastorate of the Rev. W.R. Jones.  It remained unfinished during the Depression 
but was dedicated in 1941 during the pastorate of the Rev. J.A. Graham.  Attendance declined in the 
1960s, and regular services had ended by 1970.  Homecomings are still occasionally held: Source: 
SCDAH 
 
* Little Hell is the name of a landing on the Savannah River.  It is so named because riverboat captains 
considered it to be “a hell of a job” to land there.  The water is swift, and many underwater rocks abound, 
resembling granite, and some as large as a house are along the banks.  Some of these large rocks are 
visible at low water.  A good, flowing well is located at Little Hell.  Source: Names in South Carolina, 
Vol. 19, p. 51, USC 
 
 
 
 
ANDERSON COUNTY 
 
St. John’s UM Church          1828 
South McDuffie and East River Streets, Anderson 
 
In 1828, Anderson Court House Village was established.  In that same 
year, a group of Methodist men and women organized a church, and two 
years later built the first church of any kind in the village.  It was built on a 
half-acre lot on what is now the corner of West Benson and South Murray 
Avenue in Anderson.  The church was a small, rough log structure without 
windows or means of lighting or heating, built as a labor of love by one of 
the members, Hoyt Whittaker, Anderson’s first carpenter.  It remained on 
the original site for 28 years. 
 
The present site on the corner of South McDuffie and East River Streets 
was purchased sometime later, and in 1858 a simple white frame building 
was erected as the second church, which served until 1888. 
 
The first bricks were laid October 5, 1886, and a brick building was 
erected as the third church, which was dedicated 
November 11, 1888.  In 1897, the name St. John’s 
was adopted.  During 1928, St. John’s celebrated its 
100th anniversary.  The opening of the new 
educational building took place that year.  The fourth 
Church sanctuary constructed with brick walls was 
completed in 1912.  Source: St. John’s web site 
(www.stjohnsanderson.com/index.htm); SCDAH 
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Sandy Springs Camp Ground          1828 
Milwee Creek Road (off U.S. Highway 76 at Sandy Springs), 
near Sandy Springs United Methodist Church 
 
This Methodist campground, named for the large spring nearby, dates to 1828, when a 15-acre site was 
purchased from Sampson Pope for $45.  Early meetings were under a brush arbor until a central wooden 
shelter and cabins were built about 1838.  Entire families participated in revival meetings, held here for 
two weeks every September until the last camp meeting in 1897.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul’s UM Church          1803 
 Brushy Creek Road, Easley  
 
This church, founded in 1803, held its first services in 
the home of John Wilson and was first known as 
Wilson’s Chapel.  That year, the congregation bought 
two acres here from George Head; the first church on 
this site was built in 1810.  St. Paul’s early ministers 
were circuit riders, as it was part of the Saluda District 
until it joined the Pendleton District in 1871.  The 
second church, a frame cruciform building, was built 
here in 1897; it served St. Paul’s until it was torn down 
in 1982.  The present brick sanctuary, built in 1984, 
includes several architectural elements from the 1897 
church.  The cemetery, with graves as early as 1842, 
includes the plots of many early families as well as 
graves of veterans of seven American wars and conflicts.  Source: SCDAH 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
BAMBERG COUNTY 
 
Mizpah UM Church          1832 
98 Mizpah Lane, Olar 
(U.S. 301, about 1 mile North of the Salkehatchie 
River) 
 
Constructed in 1856 in the village of Buford’s 
Bridge, Mizpah United Methodist Church is the only 
extant building from the old Barnwell District town 
that flourished in the 19th century but had all but 
disappeared by the early 20th century.  The braced-
frame, sheathed-in-weatherboard church is an 
extraordinary surviving example of the vernacular 
meeting house form, typical of many rural South Carolina 
churches, but with the added sophistication of both Greek 
Revival and Gothic Revival elements.  The historic 
cemetery surrounding the church contains gravestones and 
iron Maltese cross markers for a number of Confederate 
veterans, as well as those for many of the church’s early 
families.  In fact, some of the gravestones are signed by 
their cutters.  According to local tradition, Mizpah United 
Methodist Church was the only residence or institution in 
the Buford’s Bridge community that was not burned or 
otherwise destroyed by Federal troops during their stay 
during the closing days of the Civil War.  Mizpah Church is 
significant as a tangible reminder of one of Bamberg County’s earliest and continuously functioning 
Methodist congregations.  Source: NRHP, SCDAH 
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Trinity UM Church          1904 
11763 Heritage Highway, Bamberg 
 
The Bamberg Historic District is a significant collection of around 56 contributing buildings from the 
period 1880-1930.  Most of the buildings are residences or bungalows with prominent porches and profuse 
carpenter’s ornamentation; a few of the largest and most notable buildings express the more fashionable 
architectural styles of the era, including Second Empire, Neo-Classical, Queen Anne, Victorian, 
Romanesque Revival and Gothic Revival.  The district also includes a cemetery dating from 1852.  The 
buildings are set on landscaped lots with tall trees.  Trinity was designed by Edwards & Walter of 
Columbia and built in 1904-1905 by J.A. Benson.  The building has a hip-roofed main block with 
projecting gabled wings on the north and east.  A tall brick tower, with the entrances to the church at its 
first floor, is situated between these wings.  The entrances are marked by gabled porches with paired 
Tuscan columns.  Each side of the tower features three tall arched windows.  The tower has a pyramidal 
roof with very wide packed eaves that are broken by hipped wall dormers.  The north elevation of the 
building features a traceried Gothic window in its projecting wing and an entrance to the right of this wing 
with an elliptical-roofed porch.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salem UM Church          1818 
Old Salem Road (at its junction with Juniper Creek Road), Govan 
 
This church, founded by 1818, held its early services in a brush arbor; the first permanent sanctuary was 
built nearby.  In 1848, Capt. J.D. Allen sold this four-acre site to the trustees for $1.00.  The present 
church, built soon afterward, has been renovated several times.  The cemetery dates from 1856; its first 
burials were young children of Henry and Mary Ann Hartzog.  Four members of the church later became 
ministers:  Revs. Charles Wilson (1802-1873), Jeremiah W. Collins (1824-1880), Holland Nimmons 
McTyeire (1824-1889), and B.T. Huggins (1922-2008).  McTyeire, born on a farm nearby, was a 
Methodist bishop from 1866 until his death, but he is best known as the father of Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tenn., which he founded in 1873.  Source: SCDAH 
 
11 
 
BEAUFORT COUNTY 
 
St. Luke’s UM Church          1824 
S.C. Highway 270, Pritchardville 
 
St. Luke’s Church, also known as Bull’s Head Church, constructed in 1824, is architecturally significant 
as a representation of the transition between the Georgian style, characteristic of earlier Episcopal 
churches in South Carolina, and the developing Greek Revival style.  The result is a blending of both 
styles into a well-proportioned, simple, rural house of worship.  St. Luke’s Church is one of the oldest 
surviving frame churches in South Carolina built for the Episcopal Church.  It is one of a small number of 
churches in the state that have intact slave galleries.  The rectangular meeting-house form church has a 
gable roof covered with composition shingles.  The main façade features a box cornice with full return, 
echoed by a small gabled portico.  The portico is supported by two hexagonal timber columns and two 
pilasters.  An additional entrance is to each side of the portico, and is surmounted by a fanlight.  These 
doors were originally used as entrances to the gallery.  The seats within the gallery consist only of tiered 
planks.  Each window has wood shutters and is surmounted by a fanlight.  A cove ceiling runs the length 
of the sanctuary.  The enclosed pews have doors providing access from the side aisles.  Behind and to 
each side of the church is a graveyard with more than 400 above-ground tombstones, dating from the early 
19th century.  Source: NRH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BERKELEY COUNTY 
 
Pinopolis UM Church          1900 
1833 Pinopolis Road, Pinopolis 
 
Pinopolis Historic District South, which contains 13 
properties, consists of the historic core of the planters’ 
retreat community of Pinopolis.  The district contains 
numerous early- to mid-19th century summer houses, the 
Gothic Revival-influenced Pinopolis United Methodist 
Church (ca. 1900), and other later 19th century buildings.  
Interest in building a Methodist church in Pinopolis, 
according to local historians, was present as early as 
1887.  The site of the current church was purchased from 
the estate of William Cain in 1897 for $100.  The present 
building was dedicated in April 1900.  Lafayette Parker 
loaned the church $500 needed to construct the building 
with the 
requirement that the timber be of long leaf pine.  It is a 
single-story, frame building sheathed in weatherboard with 
a steep gabled roof and a small open belfry.  The façade is 
three bays, with a lancet arch encompassing the central 
double doors and single round-headed windows flanking.  
The church rests upon a brick pier foundation, which has 
been in filled with brick.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Hill UM Church          1800 
S.C. 27 (about 2.5 miles south of Highway 176)  
 
According to tradition, Methodists worshiped here 
under a brush arbor as early as 1800.  On August 2, 
1814, Phillip Keller deeded one acre for a Methodist 
Church and burying ground.  Eden and Rebecca Green 
Thrower deeded an additional acre in 1839. A new 
wooden structure   replaced the original building in 
1846-47.  Source    SCDAH  
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Rehobeth UM Church          1811 
West of U.S. Highway 52 Macbeth 
 
This church grew out of services held as early as 1811, at first in a brush arbor and later at a nearby 
campground.  Ministers riding the Cooper River and Berkeley circuits served this congregation for many 
years.  The first sanctuary here was given to the Methodists by area Episcopalians in 1847.  Called Black 
Oak, it had been built in 1808 as a chapel of ease for Biggin Church. 
 
In 1852, Charles Macbeth (1805-1881), the planter and politician for whom this community was named, 
donated a 15.3-acre tract to the congregation.  The cemetery, which dates from the 1830s, includes the 
graves of Rev. John Bunch, who served from 1837 to 38, and Rev. William J. Hutson, who served in 
1870.  The present sanctuary was built in 1927, during the pastorate of Rev. D. Tillman Rhodes; it was 
renovated in 1977.  Source: SCDAH 
 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
 
Jericho UM Church        1811 
US 176 (2.5 miles South of Cameron on Jericho Road), Cameron 
 
Bishop Francis Asbury stopped in this region in 1801 and 1803.  About 1811, a congregation was 
organized, and by 1815 Jericho Meeting House was standing on land given by Jacob Felkel.  The present 
building was erected before 1850.  A low partition separating the men and women and a slave gallery 
were removed in 1890, and a porch was added.  Two annexes were built later.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shady Grove UM Church       1800 
S.C. 33 (3 miles Northeast of Cameron), Cameron 
 
Shady Grove Methodist Church was an outgrowth of Tabernacle Church, the parent Methodist body in 
this area.  It was built in the early 1800s on land of Adam Holman, has a framework of hewn logs held 
together with wooden pegs, and has been remodeled three times.  Ministers of the Orangeburg Circuit, St. 
Matthews Circuit and Cameron Circuit have served Shady Grove.  Source: SCDAH 
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CHARLESTON COUNTY 
 
Centenary UM Church          1842 
61 Wentworth, Charleston 
 
Centenary United Methodist Church was built in 
1842 and was originally the home of the Second 
Baptist Church.  In 1866, the African-American 
members of Trinity Methodist Church left that 
church and purchased this building from the 
Baptists for $20,000 in gold.  The Centenary 
congregation included many members of 
Charleston’s wealthiest African Americans, including 
the Weston, Wilson, Johnson, Mills, Brown, Sasportas, 
Hampton, McKinlay, Ransier, Holloway, Ryan, and 
Wigfall families.  In the 20th century, Septima Poinsett 
Clark, prominent African-American educator and leader 
in the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), was a member of Centenary 
United Methodist Church.  She later directed citizenship 
schools for Dr. Martin Luther King’s Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference.  The church is 
included in the Charleston Historic District.  Source: 
UMC, NRHP 
 
 
Trinity Church          1792 
Hasell Street and Maiden Lane, Charleston 
 
The first Trinity Church building was erected in 1792.  
By 1813, Trinity had joined the South Carolina 
Conference, and in 1874 it merged with Cumberland 
Church, the oldest Methodist Church in Charleston, 
which was founded in 1786.  During the 1920s, Trinity 
was moved to its present location on Meeting Street, 
where the cemetery records are now located. 
 
Methodism in America was organized officially at the 
“Christmas Conference” in Baltimore, Md., in 1784.  
On February 27, 1785, Francis Asbury arrived in 
Charleston, where he founded the city’s first Methodist 
congregation.  This would become the Cumberland 
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, with 35 white and 
23 black members in 1786. 
 
The fifth session of the South Carolina Conference began at Cumberland Street Church in February, 1791, 
but it was held over a day or two pending the arrival of Dr. Thomas Coke who had been shipwrecked off 
Edisto Island.  Coke was traveling from Jamaica in the company of Rev. William Hammet, a native of 
Ireland and a member of the British Conference.  Hammet had been preaching in the West Indies since 
1786 with some success, but he also faced some strong opposition to Methodism’s antislavery principle.  
Since Hammet had become very ill, Coke brought him to Charleston for a change of climate and situation.  
At the Conference in Charleston, Hammet’s inspired preaching captivated the congregation, some of 
whom demanded that the eloquent Irishman be assigned as Cumberland’s pastor. 
 
Asbury already had issued pastoral appointments, and he would not consider permitting a congregation to 
select its own minister.  Hammet followed Asbury from Charleston to Philadelphia, then to New York.  
By May 1791, Asbury had consented to appoint Hammet as the assistant minister for Cumberland.  
Hammet refused the appointment and returned to Charleston. 
 
On November 28, 1791, Hammet disavowed “Asbury Methodism.”  Hammet led half of the white 
members out of Cumberland Street Church to form a new denomination called “Primitive Methodism,” 
and he named his new congregation Trinity.  Hammet gathered his followers in Charleston’s Market for 
services, but on February 14, 1792, he bought a large plot of land at the corner of Hasell Street and 
Maiden Lane.  There he built a parsonage and the first Trinity sanctuary. 
 
The original Trinity Primitive Methodist Church, a wooden structure, burned in the Charleston fire of 
1838.  It was replaced immediately by a brick building that stood until 1902 after having suffered fire, 
federal bombardment during the Civil War, hurricanes and an earthquake.  The last Trinity sanctuary on 
Hasell Street was used for only 24 years by the congregation. 
 
In 1926, Trinity purchased the present church on Meeting Street from Westminster Presbyterian Church.  
The cornerstone of the structure had been laid on August 10, 1848.  Trinity’s inaugural service in this 
sanctuary was February 3, 1928.  Thomas W. Carroll bequeathed the property on which the educational 
building was constructed in 1938; the building itself was a gift from Mrs. Carroll.  In 1957, the church 
purchased the lots between Trinity Church and Society Street, which were then cleared and landscaped.  
The same year, all of Trinity’s buildings were refurbished. 
 
This building was designed by Edward C. Jones, a Charleston architect who made his local and later 
national reputation with this project.  It was then Third Presbyterian Church (later Central Presbyterian, 
and after 1882, Westminster) with an ambitious pastor named William C. Dana.  While in Paris, Rev. 
Dana had visited the church of the Madeline (Magdalene), and he may have suggested it to Jones as a 
model for the new church.  The architect produced a Christian version of the Roman temple, complete 
with grand portico and imposing Corinthian columns.  This building was not damaged in the 1861 fire that 
swept the city, and it was beyond the range of the federal bombardment of 1863.  However, the 1886 
earthquake did do some damage.  In the 1920s, the Presbyterians found themselves with a large elegant 
sanctuary, but a small membership.  So they sold the building to Trinity.  Today, Westminster 
Presbyterian is in the suburbs west of the Ashley River.  Source: UMC, NRHP, SCDAH, Trinity UM 
Church web site (www.trinityumccharleston.com/templates/System/details.asp?id=42611&PID=593896) 
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Bethel Methodist Church          1853   
57 Pitt St., Charleston 
 
 
Bethel Methodist Church (built 1853-1854), located on the site of Charleston’s first Methodist church 
building, is an exceptional example of antebellum Greek Revival ecclesiastical architecture.  Except for 
the rather steeply pitched roof, the church is one of the better examples of Greek Doric temple architecture 
in the state.  Of stuccoed brick painted white, the building has a massive, giant-order hexastyle Doric 
portico with a simple Doric pediment and entablature.  Designed by a Mr. Curtis, Bethel Church has 
pilastered walls, and there is one tier of large windows on each side of the structure; the building has a  
gabled roof and a main entrance that is pedimented with consoles.  The roof is more steeply pitched than 
is usual in a Doric temple to allow rainwater to drain more quickly, thus helping to eliminate the 
possibility of leaks.  The portico withstood the 1886 earthquake intact and stands today unaltered.  The 
auditorium-plan interior has a cove ceiling.  The church has a cemetery with crepe myrtles on the north 
side. Source: UMC, NRHP   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Old Bethel UM Church        1797 
222 Calhoun, Charleston 
 
Begun in 1797 and completed in 1809, Old Bethel Methodist Church is the oldest Methodist church 
building still standing in Charleston.  Construction of the original meetinghouse-style church was planned 
by Francis Asbury, the first Bishop of American Methodism, in the 18th century.  The founding of Old 
Bethel Church by both black and white members was indicative of the Methodist Church philosophy of 
encouraging black membership in the church.  Originally located at the corner of Pitt and Calhoun Streets, 
the church served a congregation of blacks and whites until the 1840s when the blacks seceded.  In 1852, 
the church was moved to the western part of the church grounds where it was used by the blacks.  A new 
brick church, Bethel Methodist, constructed on the original site, served an all-white congregation.  Old 
Bethel was again moved in 1880 when the building was given to the black congregation and was rolled 
across Calhoun Street to its present site.  Originally a gabled meetinghouse-style church, the white 
clapboard building has been altered by the addition to the façade of a gabled portico supported by four 
fluted Corinthian columns.  A central double door is flanked by single doors on either side, and these 
entrances are surmounted by 
segmented transoms.  Within 
the front gable is a semi-
circular louver.  The brick 
foundations of 
American bond dates from 
1880.  Source: NRHP 
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Old Cumberland Street Church          1785 
Charleston 
 
This site was the location of the first Methodist church in Charleston.  The congregation was organized in 
February 1785 by Bishop Francis Asbury.  After meeting in several locations (including the First Baptist 
Church on Meeting Street), the Cumberland Street property was bought and a church erected in 1786.  
The original rectangular wooden structure stood until a disastrous fire swept across the city the night of 
December 11, 1861.  Cumberland Street Church was left in ashes.  Her congregation joined with nearby 
Trinity Methodist Church on Hasell Street.  The Quarterly Conference of June 1874 joined the 
administrative elements of the two churches.  Then the December 1874 Quarterly Conference officially 
dissolved Cumberland Street Charge, joining it with Trinity Methodist Church.  The site was placed on the 
UMC list of Historic Sites in 1992.  Source: UMC Nomination Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lewis Timothy Print Shop          1734 
King Street between Broad and Tadd, Charleston 
 
In 1734, Benjamin Franklin sent his new partner, Lewis Timothy, to Charleston to publish The South 
Carolina Gazette.  Two other associates Dr. Franklin sent to Charleston had died in succession.  In the fall 
of 1736 and spring of 1737, John Wesley, the founder of world Methodism, then a young Anglican 
clergyman serving at Savannah, visited Timothy very near this site to complete publication of A 
Collection of Psalms and Hymns, the first hymnal of the Methodist movement.  Source:  Site marker; 
Placed on the UMC list of Historic Sites in 2004. 
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Chester County 
 
Bethel UM Church          1897 
109 York Street, Chester 
 
Included within Chester’s Historic District, the original church was 
constructed 1897 to a design by Hayden and Wheeler of Atlanta.  It had three 
large gables with a smaller gable at the west end, the west elevation of which 
was faced with a recreation of the façade of the original west elevation.  The 
earlier portion of the church has a rock-faced granite base and red 
pressed brick walls with rock-faced granite and red unglazed terra cotta ornament.  The slate roofs have 
sheet-metal cornices, and there are sheet metal-roofed pinnacles.  Main gable ends have large stained-
glass Gothic windows flanked by smaller ones.  The larger tower is four stories with an open belfry, 
corner pinnacle and crenellated parapet, while the smaller tower has only three stories.  There are also 
two-story towers with crenellated parapets in the other two inside corners of the cross plan.  Source: 
NRHP 
 
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY 
 
First UM Church          1832 
Third Street, Cheraw 
 
Around 1736, Welsh Baptists came to South Carolina and settled in the Pee Dee region.  Some sources 
date Welsh settlement in the Cheraw area as about 1752.  In 1766, Eli Kershaw, who had been given a 
grant of land along the Pee Dee River, laid out the town of Cheraw.  It was incorporated in 1820.  
Included as part of the historic district, First Methodist is a white frame meeting house in colonial style 
with four unfluted Doric columns supporting a portico.   
Source:  NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mt. Tabor UM Church          1878 
Boulevard, Chesterfield 
 
Mt. Tabor is a small frame meeting house church 
built around 1878 by freedmen.  The building 
features an off-center staged tower on its façade 
with a tall pyramidal tower roof capped by a metal 
finial.  The original bell has been removed from the 
belfry but remains on the church grounds.  The 
church is sheathed in weatherboard and has a gable 
roof covered with composition shingles.  Mt. Tabor 
is included in the West 
Main Street Historic 
District.  Source: 
NRHP 
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St. Paul UM Church          1905 
306 West Main Street, Chesterfield 
 
This large brick Gothic Revival church was reportedly designed by the same architect who planned 306 
West Main Street.  It was built in 1905.  The building has a cross plan with a tall tower and spire located 
at the northeast angle of the cross.  The main entrance is at the base of the tower.  The lancet windows 
feature stained glass.  Brick buttresses are located at the corners of the tower as well as the corners of the 
main body of the church.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
Fork Creek UM Church          1784 
643 Sandhill RFD Road, Jefferson       
  
Organized in 1784 by the Rev. Aaron Knight and known initially as Knight’s Meeting House, Fork Creek  
is one of the oldest Methodist congregations in South Carolina.  It became known as Fork Creek in 1792 
and has met on its present site since that date.  The current structure, erected in 1967, replaced one 
destroyed by fire.  The site has remained the same since 1792.  This is its fifth building. Bishop Francis 
Asbury first visited in 1790 and made Fork Creek a regular stop on his visits to South Carolina 
congregations. 
 
A young William Capers had a Wesley-type experience at 
Fork Creek.  After attending  
Dr. Roberts’ academy in Statesburg, Sumter District, from 
1801 until 1805, young Capers entered South Carolina 
College as a sophomore.  But in 1808 he left college and 
began the study of law with Judge Richardson.  He joined 
the Methodist church in August 1808, and soon afterward, 
through the influence of William Gassoway, an itinerant 
preacher, decided to accompany him on his rounds.  It was 
at Fork Creek later that same year, Capers wrote, that the 
simple, earnest faith and happy shouts of the people drove 
conviction to his heart, and he gave his life to God. 
Fork Creek has been the mother church for this area.  It has 
been responsible for the founding of several churches in the 
area and has played a central role in the life of those living 
in the surrounding communities.  Source: UMC 
 
 
CLARENDON COUNTY 
 
Andrews Chapel UM Church          1786 
Northwest of Summerville on Road 306 
 
According to local tradition, the congregation was organized in 1786 and 
visited a number of times by Bishop Francis Asbury.  The church stands 
today on land given by Ellis R. and Mary A. Richbourg in 1880.  Bessie 
B. Parker, first woman to be ordained a Methodist minister in South 
Carolina, served here from 1959 to 1962 and is buried in the cemetery.  
Source: 
SCDAH 
 
25 
 
COLLETON COUNTY 
 
Cross Swamp Methodist Church          1808 
Lively Stone Road (just north of its intersection with Cross Swamp Road), Islandton 
 
The first Methodist congregation in upper Colleton County was founded in 1808.  James and Asia Sineath 
deeded an acre on this site to church trustees in April, and the first sanctuary – which was a log pole 
building – appears as a “meeting house” on a November 1808 plat.  The second sanctuary, a hewn log 
building, was replaced by a frame sanctuary shortly before the Civil War.  That church burned in 1910; 
this sanctuary was built and dedicated in 1911.  Cross Swamp was on the Lodge Circuit when regular 
services ended in 1969.  The cemetery here dates from the 19th century.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Pond UM Church          1808 
7257 Augusta Highway, Smoaks 
 
Bishop Francis Asbury, Bishop William McKendree and Rev. Henry Boehm spoke here on December 14, 
1808.  A camp meeting was held here in June 1820 from Friday afternoon until Monday morning.  There 
were 125 carriages of all kinds, 50 tents containing 800 persons, 1500 hearers on the Sabbath and 14 
preachers.  “We received sensible displays of the influence of divine grace…about thirty professed to have 
received a saving change…there appeared no occasion for one reproof.”  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Island Creek Meeting House          1796 
U.S. 15 North of Walterboro 
 
The cemetery one-half mile west of the SCDAH marker is on the site of a meeting house deeded to the 
Methodist Society by John Fontaine in 1802.  Bishop Francis Asbury held services at Island Creek on 
March 4, 1796, in “a pole house.”  In1882, the members had moved to other churches Annual services 
were held for a time by the Island Creek Methodist Association.  Source: SCDAH 
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DARLINGTON COUNTY 
 
Damascus Methodist Church          1817 
East Home Avenue, Hartsville 
 
The church – organized as early as 1817 and known as “Wright’s Meeting House, Black Creek” – was the 
first Methodist congregation in the area.  James D. Wright, an elder who was appointed “Exhorter” in 
1826, preached there until his death in 1862.  Damascus Methodist Church declined after 1893, when 
Wesley Methodist Church was founded in Hartsville.  It disbanded by 1901.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity UM Church          1834 
122 St. John’s Street, Darlington 
 
Part of the St. John’s Historical District, Trinity’s first building was located at 122 St. John’s Street.  Built 
around 1834, it was a two-story frame building with weatherboard siding and a gable roof.  It is now a 
private residence. The original steeple, front porch and columns have been removed.  Located nearby at 
the corner of Orange and Wells Streets is the Methodist Cemetery, which contains about 65 graves, 
including many of the area’s first residents and several Methodist ministers.  The current Trinity UMC 
was constructed in 1901 and is located at 122 Church Street.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. James UM Church          1866 
Pearl Street, Darlington 
 
Originally named Peal Street Methodist Episcopal Church, St. James began in 1866.  Tradition says 
Federal occupation troops supplied the church bell, which they had taken from nearby St. John’s 
Academy.  The current structure was built in 1966.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
Wesley Chapel UM Church          1789 
Road 28, about 1.4 miles Southeast of Lydia 
 
Established in 1789 as the “Gully Meeting House,” Wesley 
Chapel is one off the oldest Methodist churches in South 
Carolina and the oldest Methodist church in Darlington 
County.  The first log meeting house was built half a mile 
north of the present church on the western bank of Boggy 
Gully in the western part of Darlington District, 14 miles from 
the courthouse on the land of Ephraim Hendrix.  He was a 
local preacher and preached there when the circuit riders on 
the Great Pee Dee Circuit did not come. 
 
Camp meetings came into South Carolina around 1800.  Rev. 
James Jenkins, in his Methodist history, writes about one he 
attended in the old Gully Camp Ground.  “Here, amid much 
opposition, they had a glorious time,” says Jenkins.  “George 
Doughtery, the presiding elder, reproved from the stand certain outlaws and called on the congregation to 
notice if the judgments of God didn’t overtake them.”  The meeting was filled with rowdies “who 
hollered, cursed, drank and fought,” he says.  “Preaching they wouldn’t hear, but if at any time there was a 
religious shout raised, this noisy crowd of hoodlums would come rushing to the altar of prayer, laughing 
and ridiculing the work of God.” 
 
That Sunday, a woman began praising God aloud during the sermon.  The hecklers came thundering into 
the camp like a herd of buffaloes, the minister writes.  At once, the presiding elder announced as his text, 
“And the herd of swine ran violently down a steep place and were choked in the sea.”  Jenkins reports that 
“he preached with such power that the miserable rowdies before him seemed spellbound and stood like 
ones paralyzed.  Soon they left in confusion for home.” 
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In 1809, the famous Bishop Capers had a confrontation at the Gully Meeting House with a woman reputed 
to be a witch.  He asked “Brother D” why they didn’t put her out of the service and he said, “Oh, we’re 
afraid of her.  She kills chickens, cows and horses with hairballs.”  Although the congregation thought he 
was doing a dangerous thing in incurring the anger of a witch, the bishop put her out. 
 
It was the same “Brother D” who criticized the bishop, saying, “Brother Capers, I believe you are a good 
man, but oh those galluses.”  He was referring to the bishop’s red suspenders, since in that day it was 
considered a sin to wear bright colors. 
 
The congregation worshipped in the Gully Log Meeting House until 1837, when it was given six acres of 
land nearby for $10.  The Methodist met in the small frame church built on this site until 1857, when they 
built a new frame church that was used for 51 years.  In 1908, a fourth church was built, the present 
Wesley Chapel.  More than 600 people attended the dedication and heard Dr. John C. Child preach the 
sermon from Romans 8:15-23.  Sources: September 30, 1979, edition of The State newspaper, “Church 
Marks 190th Year" by Barbara H. Stoops; SCDAH 
 
DILLON COUNTY 
 
St. Paul’s UM Church          1786 
Little Rock 
 
Formerly named Liberty Chapel, the church 
originated in 1786 when Bishop Francis 
Asbury organized a preaching station on the 
Little Pee Dee River located across the road 
from the old Stackhouse home.  As settlers 
living at a distance brought their families in 
wagons to the services, often remaining over at 
least one night, the location became known as 
the Gaddy Camp Ground.  Before 1803, the 
church was relocated near Harllee’s Bridge, 
just south of the Evander Bethea home.  The 
name of Liberty Chapel was adopted prior to 
September 17, 1814, when Philip Bethea 
designated it as such in his will. 
 
As the new site eventually proved 
unsatisfactory, the church was relocated at Harlleesville.  Presumably, Thomas Harllee donated the land 
for the building, as in 1823 he deeded an acre of land to be used for a church, and in 1844 his son, Thomas 
Harllee Jr., donated land adjacent to the chapel property 
for a school.  The new location also became known as the 
site of the Harlleesville Camp Meetings, which continued 
annually until 1848. 
 
In 1871, a new building was erected at the present 
location in the town of Little Rock, the new name for 
Harlleesville.  At that time, the name of the organization 
was changed to St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, 
with W.C. Power as its first minister. 
 
The present 1871 structure is an example of the 
transitional Italianate Victorian vernacular style that 
developed between the Greek Revival and Queen Anne periods.  The church is situated on a low brick-
pier foundation and is constructed of heart-pine weatherboarding.  A bell tower with steeple dominates the 
exterior of the church.  The single entrance to the church projects from the lower section of the bell tower 
and is covered with a gabled roof that is supported by turned wooden columns and delicate wooden 
brackets.  The porch roof is embellished with imbricated shingles in its gable.  The upper section of the 
tower is accentuated with pointed arched louvered vents on each of its sides with an overhanging 
octagonal spire above.  The tower projects from the center of the gable in an unusual fashion and is 
flanked by 12/12/12 shuttered windows.  Simple wooden pilasters further flank the windows and give the 
illusion of supporting the box cornice which extends around the building.  The sides of the church are 
divided into six equal bays with pilasters employed to divide each bay.  Other delicate exterior 
ornamentation includes cyma recta cornice brackets, a weather vane finish on the spire, and lightning rods 
along the crest of the roof.  The interior is indicative of the rectangular meeting house with the exception 
of a square projecting narthex under the tower and a projecting chancel apse at the rear.  Interior 
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woodwork is characterized by beaded paneling arranged in herringbone pattern.  The ceiling, also of 
beaded paneling, is coved at the sides.  Surrounding the 
church is the cemetery where many early church members 
are buried.  Sources: NRHP, SCDAH, Stokes’ “The 
History of Dillon County, South Carolina” Internet copy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Main Street UM Church          1892 
401 East Main Street, Dillon 
 
This church, founded in 1892, built its first sanctuary at West Main Street and Third Avenue, where the 
Dillon County Courthouse now stands.  That lot was donated by James W. Dillon (1826-1913), for whom 
the town and county are named.  The original 
church, a frame building, was moved to the 
corner of Third Avenue and Hudson Street in 
1910 to make way for the new county 
courthouse, which was completed in 1911. 
 
The first sanctuary, a brick cruciform church in 
the Gothic Revival style, was designed by 
Charlotte architect Oliver D. Wheeler (1864-
1942).  Completed in 1914, it only stood seven 
months before it burned in January 1915.  The 
congregation worshipped in the courthouse until 
a new church was built.  Wheeler also designed 
the present sanctuary, which duplicates his 
original design and was completed in 1916.  
Source: SCDAH 
 
Latta UM Church          1908 
Marion and Church Streets, Latta 
 
Located within the Latta Historical District, this one-story, rectangular blonde-brick church was built in 
1908.  Wall pilasters ending in wall stacks give a crenellated effect to the flat roof.  The gable-roofed 
portico across the façade is supported by four large Ionic columns.  The portico has a dentil cornice in the 
entablature and also a raking dentil 
cornice.  The façade features double-door 
entrances with semicircular stained glass 
fan lights flanking a large round-arched 
stained-glass window.  One-story brick 
wings with wall pilasters and stacks, a 
brick dentil cornice, and stained-glass 
windows extend beyond the main portion 
of the building.  A one-story addition has 
been made to the rear of the church.  
Source: NRHP 
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DORCHESTER COUNTY 
 
Appleby Methodist Church          1787 
Old Wire Road, St. George vicinity 
 
Appleby Church is presumably named for James 
Preston Appleby, who donated four acres of land for 
the church site.  The building is an excellent example 
of the Greek Revival, meeting house-style of church 
architecture.  It is a one-story wooden structure built 
upon low brick piers.  It was probably built ca. 1840-
1850 and is virtually original.  The front façade 
features two double doors, each having two panels.  
Three low brick steps lead to the entrance.  The side 
façade s each have four evenly spaced 9/9 windows; 
the rear façade is identical to the front, with the 
exception of having only one double door.  The 
building is clapboard, and the medium gable roof is 
presently covered with asphalt shingles.  The cornice is boxed.  On the church’s interior, two rows of 
pews, thought to be original, are divided by a central aisle.  During the state’s Tricentennial celebration in 
1970, signs were placed along the walls indicating that which is believed to have been the original seating 
arrangement in Appleby Methodist Church.  The northern area was designated for “gentlemen,” the 
southern area for “ladies and courting couples,” and the northwest area was an “Amen Corner.”  Source: 
NRHP, SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cypress Methodist Camp Ground          1794 
Approximately 1 mile from junction of U.S. 78 on S.C. Highway 182, Ridgeville 
(Campground is on the right.) 
 
Cypress is significant for its association with Francis Asbury, pioneer of American Methodism, and for its 
long, uninterrupted use as a site of revivalism.  The campground is in the general shape of a rectangle of 
34 cabins made of rough-hewn lumber.  These structures, rectangular shaped, are generally 1½ stories and 
have earthen floors.  The typical floor plan features a hall extending the length of the cabin, with as many 
as three rooms on the opposite side.  The second story is accessible by a small stairway or ladder.  In the 
center of the rectangle is the tabernacle, an open-sided wooden structure that is the focal point of these 
revival meetings.  Serving crowds too large for church buildings or homes, the campground responded to 
both religious and social needs.  Tents allowed people to stay overnight, and the campground term 
remained even though the tents were gradually replaced by the current rough-hewn cabins.  Cypress Camp 
Ground was functional as early as 1794.  In that year, Bishop Asbury recorded in his journal:  “Sunday 19, 
Rode to Cypress, where I could not rest without giving them a little sermon.”  Similar references are found 
in his journal in 1799, 1801 and 1803.  Source: NRHP 
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Indian Fields Methodist Camp Ground          1810 
Highway 182, St. George 
 
Architecturally, the design of Indian Fields reflects its use as a setting for a collective religious experience.  
A sense of community is heightened by the circle of adjacent cabins.  Constructed in 1848, Indian Fields 
Methodist Camp Ground retains the 19th-century layout of 99 wooden cabins (or “tents,” as they are 
called), which form a circle around a large wooden pavilion, the “preaching stand” or “tabernacle.”  The 
simplicity of the rough-hewn cabins and the open tabernacle is a part of the unpretentious style of 
evangelism that attracted a popular following.  The original Indian Fields Camp Ground, located 2 miles 
away, was functional as early as 1810.  In this year, Francis Asbury, who led the organization of American 
Methodism through itinerant preaching known as “riding circuits,” preached at Indian Fields.  Even after 
many other stops on the circuits had become established churches, the meeting camp retained a 
tremendous influence on the development of religious life.  Serving crowds too large for church buildings 
or homes, the campground responded to both religious and social needs.  The ambiance of an antebellum 
campground such as Indian Fields was a unique part of the American collective experience.  Source: 
NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grover (Murray’s) UM Church          1897 
Highway 15, Grover 
 
This church was founded in the early 19th century as 
Murray’s Church and served by ministers riding the 
Cypress Circuit.  It was originally named for the Murray 
family, which also gave this town its first name of 
Murray’s Crossroads.  The first church here, damaged by a 
storm in 1878, was replaced by the present church, built of 
heart pine by Philip and Jim Liston in 1890-97. 
 
Murray’s Church was renamed Grover Methodist Church 
in 1905, after the Murray’s Crossroads post office was 
renamed Grover.  The church undertook several 
renovations in the 1960s, covering the 1897 frame church 
with brick veneer, remodeling an early 20th century school 
for its Sunday School building and later a fellowship hall, and moving the 1912 bell from the steeple to a  
bell tower.  Source: SCDAH 
 
Wesley UM Church          1870 
125 Pressley Street, Summerville 
 
Built between 1870 and 1877, Wesley is 
included in the Summerville Historic 
District.  It is a frame building with pine 
siding. The front has a 3 bay portico and 
three doors with pediments are the front 
entranceway.  Windows are surmounted 
by pediments. The building has a gable 
roof with a belfry.  A vestry room was 
added to the rear of the structure.  Source: 
NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shady Grove Camp Ground          1870 
Highway 178, between Shady Grove UM Church and the Orangeburg/Dorchester County Line (Turn on 
St. Mark Bowen Road.  After approximately ¼ mile, turn left on Camp Meeting Circle) 
 
This campground, established about 1870, is the largest of four Methodist campgrounds in Dorchester 
County.  Tradition holds that Ceasar Wolfe and a group of former slaves, caught in a storm, stopped in a 
grove here for shelter.  Rice planter S.M. Knight asked them to help harvest his fields, and after they did 
so he gave them this spot as a place of worship.  They named it Shady Grove.  The group first met under a 
brush arbor but later built “tents,” the rough-hewn cabins typical of church campgrounds.  The first tents 
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burned in 1958 and were replaced; fires also occurred in 1969 and 1976.  The “tabernacle” here is the 
centrally located shelter where services are in session, ending the fourth Sunday in October.  A trumpet 
call on a ceremonial horn opens the meeting.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EDGEFIELD COUNTY 
 
Edgefield UM Church          1820 
309 Norris Street, Edgefield 
 
Edgefield Methodism is probably as old as Edgefield.  
Circuit riders conducted services at Edgefield Court 
House in the late 1790s, and Francis Asbury recorded 
in his journal visits to Edgefield in October 1801 and 
November 1807. 
 
The first Edgefield Methodist Church was at 
Pottersville, one mile north of the present town limits 
and established about 1820.  In 1831, the congregation 
moved closer to town, building a church on 
Buncombe Street near the Hansford Mims home.  In 
1841, Rev. Joseph Moore donated land, and a church 
was built where the parsonage now stands.  The 
parsonage was on the corner of Main and Bacon 
Streets. 
 
In 1891, the present sanctuary was built.  The 1841 church was converted into a parsonage, which was 
used until the present parsonage was built in 1957. 
 
In 1981, a fire destroyed the educational building, which had been built shortly before 1950, and severely 
damaged the sanctuary.  The present educational building and the restoration of the sanctuary were 
completed in 1982.  Source: NRHP, SCDAH; http://edgefieldumc.org 
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
 
First UM Church          1808 
109 West College, Winnsboro 
 
According to Robert Mills, early Winnsboro consisted of two “gin 
factories,” Masonic Hall, Market Hall, two houses of entertainment, a 
blacksmith and carriage shop, and eight or 10 stores.  Bishop Asbury 
visited here from 1809 to 1814.  First UM Church was established in 
1808 under the leadership of Rev. James Jenkins, an early circuit-riding 
minister, and Jon Buchanan, a captain in the Revolution.  The current 
building dates to1908 and is the third structure.  Two earlier structures 
were located about two 
blocks away.  Source: 
SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monticello UM Church          1859 
6688 State Highway 269, Winnsboro 
 
According to a history of Monticello United 
Methodist Church, the building was constructed in 
1861 by Jacob Bookman.  The church is significant as a very intact example of a mid-19th century rural 
church building.  The interior retains the original pews as well as the former slave gallery along three wall 
elevations.  The church is a one-story, front-gable-roofed, weather-boarded frame building in the Greek 
Revival style with a meeting house floor plan.  The façade end of the gable is pedimented with a boxed 
cornice, plain frieze, and has a semicircular vent in the gable.  The portico is supported by octagonal 
wooden columns on a stepped brick entrance.  The façade has three entrance doors topped by Gothic 
Revival inspired pointed-arched, modern stained-glass transom windows.  The central entrance also has 
modern stained-glass sidelights above wooden panels.  The side elevations have multi-light, shuttered 
windows.  There is a cemetery to the left of the church.  Source: NRHP 
 
Ruff’s Chapel UM Church          1870 
Ridgeway 
 
Ruff’s Chapel was the first Methodist Church built in Ridgeway.  It was built by a prominent Ridgeway 
merchant, David H. Ruff, who is buried in the small cemetery surrounding the church.  Built about 1870, 
Ruff’s Chapel is a single-story, rectangular frame building, sheathed in weatherboard, with a front gabled 
roof.  There 
are two sets 
of double doors 
on the 
façade, 
topped by four-
light 
transoms and 
simple 
entablatures supported on scroll brackets.  The roof is 
covered with embossed metal shingles.  The square open belfry has a metal covered bellcast hip roof with 
a ball finial.  According to tradition, Mr. Ruff threw 60 silver dollars into the metal when the bell was cast, 
to give it a silvery tone.  The bell was removed for safekeeping after an attempt was made to steal it.  
Source: NRHP 
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_______________________________________________________________ 
FLORENCE COUNTY 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Mt. Zion UM Church          1868 
Liberty Chapel Road, Mars Bluff 
 
Founded in 1868 with Rev. James Wesley Johnson as its 
first minister, Mt. Zion held its early services in a brush 
arbor.  In 1870, trustees purchased a 1 ¾-acre tract to 
build a “Negro Schoolhouse” sponsored by the church, 
the first in the Mars Bluff community.  This sanctuary, 
originally a frame building, was built in 1875 on a tract 
purchased from the school.  The sanctuary was 
extensively remodeled and covered in brick veneer in 
1970.  The nearby cemetery, established in 1876, 
includes the graves of such early church leaders as 
Anthony H. Howard (1840-1908), a former slave who 
served in the S.C. House of Representatives during 
Reconstruction.  Howard was also one of several black 
farmers who grew rice here after the Civil War.  Source: 
SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
Pisgah UM Church          1806 
621 N. Ebenezer Road, Florence 
 
Founded in 1806 in what was Darlington District until Florence County was founded in 1888, Pisgah 
Church grew out of an early Methodist “Society.”  
Rev. Thomas Humphries (d. 1820), who served 
Darlington District and other area circuits, conducted 
the church’s first service.  In 1813, Dempsey Russell 
donated an acre to the congregation, which soon 
constructed a frame building as its first permanent 
church.  The church, often called “Russell’s Meeting 
House” or “Russell’s Church” for Dempsey Russell, 
changed its name to Pisgah Methodist Church in 1840.  
It moved to a site a few miles west after the Civil War 
but soon returned to its current site and built a larger 
frame church in 1878-79.  The present church, built in 
1914, is a fine example of the Carpenter Gothic 
architectural style.  Source: SCDAH 
 
GEORGETOWN COUNTY 
 
Duncan Memorial UM Church          1785 
901 Highmarket Street, Georgetown 
 
Duncan Memorial is among the oldest United Methodist 
churches in South Carolina.  It traces its organization to 
Bishop Francis Asbury’s visit to Georgetown in February 
1785.  This was just two months after the famous Christmas 
Conference, held in Baltimore during Christmas Week 1784 
that created the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
 
Bishop Asbury, accompanied by 
Woolman Hickson, Jesse Lee and Henry Willis, said of their arrival, “We crossed 
Lynches Creek, Black Mingo and the 
Black River and arrived in Georgetown, 
where we were met with a kind reception.”  
Then, when Asbury’s group headed for 
Charleston, Woolman Hickson was left in 
Georgetown with William Wayne, the first 
Methodist convert in Georgetown.  
Wayne was a cousin of Revolutionary War 
hero Anthony Wayne and later became a 
Methodist minister.  A marker for Wayne 
and his wife Elizabeth Tresvant is located 
on the site of the land he gave to erect a church building.  
Available records do not tell us when the first building was 
constructed.  It is believed to have been located near the eastern line of 
the property and faced Highmarket Street.  The next was on land 
bequeathed by William Wayne and facing Orange Street.  This church 
was a wooden building with colored-glass windows and was called the “1833 church.”  In 1840, a bell 
was purchased and a cupola erected for its accommodation.  This was one of the bells of Georgetown give 
to the Confederacy in 1862.  It was replaced in 1895 by the bell that is in the tower of the present 
sanctuary. 
 
By 1899, this little church was badly in need of repair and a 
committee was formed to make plans for the repairs.  It was 
decided to instead erect a new church building.  The project 
lagged for a while until Rev. Whiteford McKendree Duncan 
arrived as minister in 1901.  Reverend Duncan’s zeal for the 
new building charged the energy of all members. 
 
The cornerstone for the new sanctuary was laid in September 
1901 and was engraved “Duncan M.E. South, 1901,” 
reflecting the high regard members had for Rev. Duncan.  
The first service was held in the new sanctuary in September 
1902, and the dedication service was held in January 1903.  
The total cost of the church was $15,000.  Source: UMC, 
SCDAH; Duncan Memorial web site (www.duncanumc.com) 
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Sampit UM Church          1786 
U.S. Highway 17A, Sampit 
 
Formally organized in 1839, Sampit had its origins in a slave mission begun in 1786 on Gov. Thomas 
Boone’s plantation, 3 miles southeast of the church’s current location.  Rev. P.A.M. Williams became its 
first minister in 1840.  The first church, a frame building built the same year, stood 1.5 miles south.  The 
present sanctuary was built on a 5-acre plot donated to the church in 1887 by Benjamin D. Bourne, a 
member and trustee. 
 
The sanctuary, built by the time the congregation acquired this site in 1887, was originally a frame church.  
It was extensively renovated in 1959-60 and completely covered in brick in 1975-76.  Three members of 
the church later became Methodist ministers:  Revs. C.D. Huggins, Jack D. Watts and John Paul Watts Sr.  
Sampit is also the mother church of Oak Grove Methodist Church, founded in 1890.  Source: SCDAH 
 
GREENVILLE COUNTY 
 
John Wesley UM Church          1866 
East Court and Falls Streets, Greenville 
 
Built between 1899 and 1903, the church is a two-story structure 
of brick laid in standard bond, a vernacular version of the Gothic 
Revival-style of church architecture.  The style is characterized 
here by irregular massing; regular fenestration with emphasis on 
pointed arch windows with tracery, pinnacles and other decorative 
motifs on accent points (such as the tower), gables and steeply 
sloping roofs; large major interior space with emphasized height, 
beaded ceilings and wainscoting; wooden floors; and stained-glass 
ornamentation.  After the Civil War, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church sent preachers and teachers to work among freedmen in 
the South.  At a meeting in Charleston, it was decided to establish 
a congregation in Greenville, and in 1866 John Wesley’s 
congregation was organized by Rev. J.R. Rosemond, who is 
credited with organizing more than 50 Methodist Episcopal Churches in upstate South Carolina, under the 
name of Silver Hill Methodist Episcopal Church.  Initially, the congregation met in a building owned by a 
white congregation, but after voting to affiliate with the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, rather than 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the congregation acquired a log building on Ann Street.  
Alexander McBee subsequently donated a lot at Choice and Cleveland Streets, where a structure was built 
and occupied by the congregation until 1900.  The foundations of the present structure, at East Court and 
Falls Streets, were laid in 1899 and the sanctuary was dedicated in 1903.  Source: NRHP; UMC 
 
 
Lebanon (Grove) UM Church        1790 
Intersection of Roads 68 & 69 near Fork Shoals 
 
Originally named The Grove, the first building was located about 1.4 miles east of the present site.  It was 
visited by Bishop Francis Asbury in 1790 and 1800.  The present sanctuary was erected on this site in the 
1850s.  At that time, the name was changed from Grove to Lebanon.  Source: SCDAH 
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McBee Chapel UM Church      1842 
51 Main Street, Conestee 
 
Architecturally unique, McBee Methodist Church was designed ca. 1842 by John Adams, a local 
wheelwright who felt that more seating space could be secured by an octagonal arrangement.  The little 
structure is a fine example of octagonal architecture in vogue in the United States from the 1840s to 
1860s, its prime advantage being that it encloses one-fifth more floor area than a square with the same 
total length of wall.  In addition, octagonal design offered a new aesthetic dimension to American 
architecture at this time.  The eight-sided brick structure has a pyramidal asphalt-shingle roof topped by an 
octagonal louvered cupola.  It also features a molded brick cornice and a whitewashed base.  The small 
stained-glass panes surrounding larger panes of clear glass were added at a later date.  The balcony, 
formerly used by slaves prior to the Civil War, was later removed and its door converted to another 
window.  The church has a seating capacity of 150.  The church was named for Vardry McBee, the 
“Father of Greenville,” who provided funds for the little church.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Woodside UM Church          1921 
Woodside Avenue at Charles Street, Woodside 
 
Woodside United Methodist is part of the Woodside 
Cotton Mill Village Historic District.  Situated near 
Greenville, Woodside is a good example of an early 20th 
century urban textile mill village.  The community is 
centered around the mill founded by John T. Woodside in 
1902.  The Historic District includes 375 buildings and 
sites.  It is largely intact despite modernization.  Woodside 
Methodist was constructed in 1921.  It has a T-shaped floor 
plan and a gable-end roof.  The first-floor façade features a 
one-story parapeted porch with brick buttresses and a 
Tudor arch.  Source: NRHP 
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GREENWOOD COUNTY 
 
Cokesbury College          1854 
Hodges 
 
The Old Cokesbury College building was 
built in 1854 in the Greek Revival style.  It 
has a bell tower, four square columns rising 
from ground level to pediment, and a 
double-door entrance at the second-floor 
level.  The Masonic Female College of 
South Carolina, an effective though brief 
experiment in education for young women 
(1853-1874), represented ideas that were 
rather advanced for the times.  This 
institution is said to have furthered the 
charm, character and influence of the town.  
From 1876 to 1918, Cokesbury Conference 
School was celebrated for the high caliber of 
its education – first operated as a school for 
boys, co-educational from 1882, and a public 
school from 1918 to 1954, when the property 
reverted to the Methodist Conference.  The village of Cokesbury was laid out in 1824 and is one of South 
Carolina’s earliest planned 
communities.  As a testament to the 
community’s emphasis on education, 
the town was developed for and 
around the school.  The village was 
initially called Mount Ariel, but in 
1834 residents changed the name to 
Cokesbury in honor of Thomas Coke 
and Francis Asbury, the first two 
Methodist bishops in the United 
States.  Source: UMC, NRHP, 
SCDAH 
 
Tabernacle          1820 
S.C. 254 between Greenwood and Cokesbury 
 
One thousand feet east is Tabernacle Cemetery on the site of Tabernacle Methodist Church and 
Tabernacle Academy.  Buried here are General M.W. Gary, N.G. Evans and other Confederate veterans.  
Mount Ariel and Cokesbury Conference School developed from Tabernacle Academy, which was 
organized in 1820 by Stephen Olin.  Source: SCDAH 
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HORRY COUNTY 
 
Conway First UM Church          1845 
1001 Fifth Avenue, Conway 
 
Three sanctuaries have been erected on this site.  The 1844 
sanctuary no longer stands, but the 1898 and 1910 buildings still 
exist.  These two sanctuaries are locally significant for their 
architectural styles.  They also illustrate a period of rapid growth 
in the history of Conway, as the congregation that erected the 
small sanctuary of 1898 felt the need to erect a much larger one 
only 12 years later.  The 1898 sanctuary is a one-story, brick, 
cruciform, cross-gable-roofed, Gothic-influenced building.  It is 
located at the site of a ca. 1845 sanctuary.  It is laid in Flemish 
bond and features Tudor arched stained-glass lancet windows 
with lozenges.  The eaves have exposed rafters and purlin ends.  
Adjacent to this sanctuary is the 1910 sanctuary, designed by Joseph Leitner, an architect from 
Wilmington, N.C., and built by Henry P. Little, a Conway builder and contractor.  This Mission Revival 
style (Spanish Colonial Revival) building is a large one-story, front-gabled-roof, stuccoed building.  Two 
square bell-towers with shaped parapets and corner posts frame the entrance bay.  Both towers feature 
staggered, rectangular, one-over-one sash, stained panels and blind and louvered panels with key-blocks 
and drip moulds.  Above the entrance parapet is a round-headed, recessed blind arch.  There are knee-
brackets supporting the overhanging eaves.  When dedicated in October 1910, its seating capacity was 
estimated at 500.  When the fourth sanctuary was built in 1961, this building was converted for use as a 
fellowship hall.  Source: NRHP, UMC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1844 
1898 
 
Socastee UM Church          1818 
Dick Pond Road, Socastee 
 
This church, originating with services held in a brush arbor, was formally organized by 1818.  Its first 
sanctuary, a log building, was built here soon afterward on land donated by Philip Elkes.  The cemetery, 
dating from the 19th century, includes the plots of the Clardy, Cooper, Elkes, Hucks, Macklen, Outlaw, 
Sarvis, Stalvey and other early church families.  The second sanctuary, a frame building featuring a large 
portico and square columns, was built in 1875 by W.T. Goldfinch of Conway.  Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1933, and the church was extensively remodeled and enlarged in the 1950s, with work completed 
in 1957.  The present sanctuary was built in 1987.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
Hebron UM Church        1855 
S.C. Secondary Road 475, Bucksville vicinity 
 
Hebron Church, thought to have been built ca. 1855, is a good example of 
mid-19th century, rural South Carolina church architecture.  According to 
church tradition, Hebron was built by the workers from the local mill and 
ship-building industries that were thriving during this period and which 
helped to develop the area.  Hebron is also considered tangible evidence 
of the Methodist tradition in Horry County, said to date from the 18th 
century.  This rectangular “meeting house form” one-story church rests on 
approximately 50 brick piers and is sheathed with vertical board and 
chamfered-edged batten siding.  The gable roof is covered with tin, 
replacing the original wooden shakes.  The entrance to the church is covered with a slightly lower, 
pedimented, projecting portico supported by five square, wooden columns.  The ceiling of the portico is 
plastered and painted, an atypical feature for buildings of this 
period.  In 1958, church school rooms were added to the rear 
of the church.  In 1961, brick steps were added to the front of 
the structure.  The pews are original and are pine with 
beaded trim and carved moldings.  Included within the 
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nominated acreage are two graveyards:  the church graveyard and the Henry Buck family graveyard 
located across the road.  Source: NRHP 
 
JASPER COUNTY 
 
St. Paul’s UM Church          1890 
506 West Main Street, Ridgeland 
 
Organized in 1890, St. Paul’s is the oldest church in Ridgeland, with its origins in several area Methodist 
congregations before the Civil War.  When Julius G. Sipple of Grahamville encouraged Methodists in 
Ridgeland to organize a separate congregation, Rev. J.R. Buchanan led the formal organization of the new 
church.  Its first sanctuary, a frame building, was built nearby in 1891. 
 
In 1927 the Gillisonville Methodist Church, organized in 1886, merged with St. Paul’s.  This sanctuary, 
across the street from the original church site, was built in 1949 as a gift from Mr. and Mrs. William J. 
Ellis and was renovated in 1990.  Six members of St. Paul’s later became Methodist ministers:  Revs. 
Robert Drew, Leroy Dyches, Elton Hendricks, Carolyn Malphrus, James Thompson, and Robert Way.  
Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KERSHAW COUNTY 
 
Lyttleton Street UM Church          1787 
1206 Lyttleton Street, Camden 
 
“On April 5, 1787, the first formal Methodist service was held in Camden, S.C.  The sermon topic was 
‘They Made Light of It.’  Bishop Francis Asbury preached.  Later in the day, he presided and organized a 
church that has continued in Camden for over two centuries.” 
– Rachel Montgomery, “Methodism in Camden” 
 
The first meeting house in Camden was a small, long, 
plain, unimpressive structure.  It was constructed about 
1798 on King Street, midway between Church and 
Campbell Streets.  A few years later, the building was 
enlarged and painted.  After the 1825 Quarterly 
Conference, a lot on West DeKalb Street was purchased 
and a new church was built.  The simple edifice with 
plain adornments was completed in 1828. 
 
In 1830, a small parsonage was erected on the rear of 
the property.  Two generous members of the DeKalb 
Street Church, Mrs. Sarah Ciples and Mrs. Amelia Haile, deeded about four acres of property at Hampton 
and Lyttleton Streets to the Methodist Church in 1851.  They built and furnished a spacious 10-room 
Methodist parsonage. 
 
Early in 1875, a building committee was appointed.  The site used for the simple rectangular brick 
structure was on the property endowed by Mrs. Ciples and Mrs. Haile.  A year later, the basic structure 
was complete.  It was dedicated in May 1879 and stands today.  In 1896, the Lyttleton Street Church was 
enlarged by 20 feet and an organ was installed.  In 1899, the exterior of the brick church was plastered.  
Sunday School rooms and a steeple were added in 1900.  In intervening years, many improvements and 
renovations were made to the stately building.  Source: NRHP; 
www.lsumc.net/templates/System/default.asp?id=38956 
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LANCASTER COUNTY 
 
Camp Creek UM Church          1798 
4721Great Falls Highway, Lancaster 
 
Camp Creek United Methodist Church was organized in 1798 by Bishop Francis Asbury.  Camp Creek is 
the second-oldest Methodist church 
in Lancaster County.  It is one of the 
oldest known Methodist churches in 
upper South Carolina. 
 
On July 10, 1798, Middleton 
McDonald deeded 10 acres of land 
“with Meeting House together” to the 
church trustees, William Marlowe, 
Thomas Howze, George Hicklin, 
Gideon Glaze and John Graham.  
The first church was said to be of 
hand-hewn logs and put together 
with wooden pegs.  It is not known 
how long the log meeting house was 
used as a house of worship. 
 
In 1809, Rev. William Capers was 
sent as pastor to serve the Wateree 
Methodist Episcopal Circuit, a large appointment of 24 churches that included Camp Creek.  Rev. Capers 
was the first known pastor of the church.  Since that time, more than 57 ministers have served the church. 
 
The present church building was erected about 1835 and is reputed to be the third building upon the 
church lands.  The timber in the one-room 30'-x-50' frame building is hand hewn and was put together 
with wooden pegs and nails by hand in the Bell workshop.  In 1952, the church was moved about 140 feet 
closer to the paved highway and completely renovated.  Sunday School rooms were added to the rear of 
the church, and a front porch, graced with large columns and a bell tower, was built. 
 
Since then, other renovations have been performed.  In 1984, a vinyl-siding project was completed.  The 
old church was completely covered with white siding to retain the original appearance while protecting 
the old timber.  The recreational building that was built in 1955 was torn down in 1981 and replaced with 
a modern educational/recreational facility.  A Consecration Service was held November 1, 1981, for the 
new 3,943-square-foot building.  In June 1993, the Docia Bell Recreation Area was dedicated in honor of 
the church’s oldest member, Docia Threatt Blackmon Bell.  Mrs. Bell died July 4, 1994, at the age of 101.  
A picnic shelter was added to the area and was dedicated on October 12, 1997. 
Also of interest is the cemetery, located at the rear of the church.  Some of the largest and most stately 
monuments to be found anywhere in the county are located here.  The grave of Col. Dixon Barnes is 
located in the cemetery.  Gen. John Bratton Erwin, for whom Lancaster’s Erwin Elementary School is 
named, is also buried there. 
  Source: SCDAH; Camp Creek web site (www.campcreekumc.org) 
 
 
 
LAURENS COUNTY 
 
Dials UM Church          1808 
Highway 101, Gray Court 
 
This is one of the oldest Methodist congregations in Laurens County.  Its earliest records have been lost, 
but tradition holds that Martin Dial (1744-1843), a veteran of the Revolution, organized a “Methodist 
Society” about 1808.  It met for years in his log cabin nearby.  After a camp meeting in 1835, his family 
donated an acre here for the first permanent church, a log building.  The present frame sanctuary was built 
about 1860.  Dials Male and Female Academy, later Dials School, opened nearby before the Civil War 
and closed in the1930s.  The church cemetery, dating from 1832, includes graves of veterans of American 
wars since the War of 1812.  Dials Methodist Church is the mother of Gray Court Methodist Church 
(1890) and Owings Methodist Church (1920).  Source: SCDAH 
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First UM Church          1897 
244 West Main Street, Laurens 
 
Built around 1897, this 1 ½-story Romanesque red-brick building has a complex roof line with cross-
gables.  The four-story tower on the east has stained-glass windows and a tall pyramidal roof surrounded 
with pinwales.  It has a large stained-glass window in the center of the façade and a small tower on the 
west with semi-circular windows under brick arches.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
Old 
Laurens Methodist          1852 
419 West Main Street, Laurens 
 
Now a private home, this one-story frame building has a gable roof and three interior chimneys.  The front 
gable has boxed cornice with returns and a centered rectangular louvered vent.  The windows are six-over-
six with three light-over-lights and wooden shutters.  The northeast evaluation has a Charleston porch with 
shed roof and pilastered door surround with entablature.  Epworth 
Methodist Children’s Home in Columbia had its beginnings here.  Source: 
NRHP 
 
LEE COUNTY 
 
Rembert Methodist Church          1785 
SC Highway 37, Woodrow 
 
One of the earliest Methodist congregations in South Carolina was located in the community around 
Rembert Church, with a Methodist Society meeting as early as 1785.  In its early days, it was frequently 
visited by Francis Asbury, the first Bishop of the Methodist Church of the United States.  It was also 
important for the camp meetings that were held nearby, starting in 1802 and 1803.  The cemetery here was 
established in 1800, and the present meeting house-style church was erected ca. 1835.  Structurally a plain 
rectangular building with clapboard siding, such design affords only the essentials needed for worship.  It 
sits on brick piers and has a gabled, metal roof.  The windows are 20/20 with two smaller windows above 
the main ones on the front façade.  The Rembert Church building served the rural Methodist congregation 
(with an 1850s enrollment of some 80 whites and 500 slaves) for over a century.  This structure remains as 
an example of the small church so important to nearly every aspect of life in the rural South during the 
growth and development of South Carolina.  Source: NRHP  
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LEXINGTON COUNTY 
 
Leesville UM Church          1909 
Church Street, Leesville 
 
Included within the Leesville College Historic District, this brick Gothic 
Revival church was built in 1909 on the site of an earlier frame 
church.  The present church has an apsidal plan and a corner tower, with 
entrance via the two exposed sides of the tower.  An octagonal spire is set 
within the parapet of the tower.  The church has tracried windows with 
stained glass.  A brick educational building, appropriate to the earlier 
church in scale and 
texture, has been added.  
Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lewie Chapel (Old Gilbert)          1870 
Lewie Street, Gilbert 
 
Lewie Chapel, a Methodist church founded in the 1870s by Solomon R. Lewie 
(1835-1878) and others, was later known as Lewiedale Methodist Church and after 
1910 as Gilbert Methodist Church.  The original sanctuary, replaced in 1960 by a 
new sanctuary about 1 mile West, burned in 
the early 1970s. 
 
The town of Gilbert, also known as Gilbert 
Hollow, was called Lewiedale from 1886 to 
1899 after the family of Samuel (1802-1865) 
and Nancy Hendrix Lewie (1807-1865).  Four 
of six Lewie sons saw Confederate service in the 15th S.C. Infantry, 
with Frederick S. (1831-1873) as its lieutenant colonel and James H. 
(1838-1889) as a captain.  Several family members are buried here.  
Source: SCDAH 
Mount Hebron Temperance Hall          1862 
On the grounds of Mt. Hebron UM Church 
3050 Leaphart Road, West Columbia  
 
Local tradition and contemporary records indicate that the Mount Hebron Temperance Hall was 
constructed in 1862 as a meeting room for members of the local temperance group.  Located in West 
Columbia, it is the only identified building 
constructed specifically for use as a temperance 
meeting hall remaining in Lexington County.  It is 
associated with the long and generally 
unsuccessful state and national temperance 
movement of the 19th century.  Interest in 
temperance in South Carolina increased as the 19th 
century progressed.  In 1829, the first statewide 
temperance society was organized, and by 1847 the 
South Carolina division of the national 
organization known as the Sons of Temperance had 
been chartered.  In South Carolina, local societies were 
formed as subdivisions of the state organization.  One 
such group formed in the neighborhood of Mount Hebron Methodist Church.  A charter was issued to the 
Saludavill Division No. 47 by the national division in December 1858.  Although many of the members of 
the temperance society were also members of Mount Hebron Methodist Church, the division did not meet 
in the church building.  The hall is a small, one-story rectangular structure sheathed in weatherboard, with 
a gabled cypress-shingle roof.  It stands in the churchyard of the Mount Hebron United Methodist Church.  
The interior has a single room with wide board flooring and flushboard walls and ceiling.  There is no 
plumbing or wiring.  Eventually, the church took over the temperance hall for use as a Sunday School 
building and Boy Scout Hut.  The building was restored in 1979.  It was listed in the National Register on 
November 24, 1980.  Source: NRHP, UMC 
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Mt. Hebron UM Church          1800 
3050 Leaphart Road, West Columbia 
 
Mount Hebron was organized in 1800 in the home of 
a German settler by the name of Martin Hook.  Rev. 
Henry Sechrist, a pioneer Methodist preacher, led the 
organization.  A small log house was build at Half-
Way Ground, between Granby and Kennerly’s Ferry 
on the Saluda River.  In 1837, John and Elizabeth 
Roof gave four acres of land for the purpose of 
erecting a new sanctuary.  This building was used 
until 1907, when a second church was constructed.  
The current sanctuary was constructed in 1963.  
Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(The two older pictures shown above are courtesy of my next-door neighbor, Pat Morrow, a long-time member of 
Mt. Hebron.)
1907-1963 
 
1963 - present 
1837-1907 
MARION COUNTY 
 
Old Ebenezer          1786 
Intersection of Roads 197 and 22 (8 miles 
north of Marion) 
 
As noted earlier, there are a significant 
number of Methodist Churches that are among 
the first in South Carolina but have not earned 
recognition from any of the three bodies that 
provide recognition as a historic site.  In 
addition, there are several Methodist 
Churches that are on one or more of these lists 
but are not currently affiliated with the United 
Methodist Church.  An example of one of these is 
Old Ebenezer in Marion County. 
 
Located near the Marion-Dillon county line about 1.5 miles off U.S. 501 at the intersection of Roads 197 
and 22, the church began in 1786 when two Methodist circuit riders (Hull and Mastin) started 26 meeting 
houses between Cheraw and Georgetown, most under brush arbors.  Later, meetings were held in homes, 
then in a log cabin church, and in 1855 a church was built near the present site of Old Ebenezer in Marion 
County. 
 
A woods fire destroyed that building in 1855, and the present building was built in 1856.  Services were 
discontinued in 1966.  In 1968, the Ebenezer Memorial and Historical Association was formed to maintain 
the building and grounds. 
 
Ebenezer Methodist Church, also known as Old Ebenezer Church, is basically the simple, pragmatic 
meeting house-style church with two entrances on the main façade, corresponding doors on the rear 
façade, and a gable roof.  However, the builder chose to add refinements to the basic plan:  cornices and 
pilasters indicate the influence of the classical revival idiom.  Built in 1856, this one-story rectangular 
church has a surface of white clapboard.  Old Ebenezer rests on low pillars of handmade brick, which 
provide an open basement of about three or four feet.  Between the three pillars of the main façade are two 
wooden stairways, each with six risers.  The matching side façades are the width of five bays, with 
windows identical to those of the front façade.  The heritage of Old Ebenezer Church is found in the 
history of Methodism.  In opposition to the Anglican practice of identifying a clergyman with a certain 
church, Methodists advocated itinerant preaching, known as “riding circuit.”  This practice, particularly 
successful in late 18th-century rural America, was led by Francis Asbury.  Church members accept 
Asbury’s journal entry of March 15, 1787, which referred to a meeting held in the immediate vicinity, as 
referring to the origins of their church.  The present church was built in 1856 and supervised by William 
Dillon, a local businessman and builder, while the manual craftsmanship was the work of slave artisans.  
A slave gallery, which was later removed, corroborates the pre-Civil War construction date.  Source: 
NRHP 
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MARLBORO COUNTY 
 
First UM Church          1834 
1355 Main Street, Bennettsville 
 
The first Methodist meeting house in Marlboro County – built in the 1780s – was located at Beauty Spot 2 
miles north of the present church.  The first church on this site was completed in 1834, with a third being 
erected in 1871.  The Renaissance architecture of the present brick church dates from 1900 and was 
renovated in 1955-56 and 2006. Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
Trinity UM Church         1920 
Society Street, Clio 
 
Constructed in 1920 with H.D. Harrell as 
architect, this two-story brick structure in 
Georgian Revival style has a colossal 
regimented portico with four Ionic 
columns.  Exterior embellishments include 
a lunette, modillions and a central tower.  
The basilica plan with narthex has side 
aisles separated from the nave by colossal 
Ionic columns’ polygonal bases terminating 
with an apse.  It is included in the Clio 
Historic District.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Old Beauty Spot          1783 
NW corner of Road 647 and Road 17 NE of Bennettsville 
 
Here stood the first Methodist church of Marlboro 
County, a single log cabin built in 1783.  Here Bishop 
Francis Asbury presided over and preached at an early 
Quarterly Conference, held on February 23, 1788.  
Camp meetings were held here from 1810 to 1842.  In 
1883, the church was moved to another site, also 
called Beauty Spot, 2 miles eastward.  Source: 
SCDAH; Marlboro County Historic Preservation 
Commission - 1974 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Michael’s UM Church       1868 
116 Cheraw, Bennettsville 
 
St. Michael’s Methodist Church was designed by prominent African-American architect Miller F. 
Whittaker and constructed c. 1922.  Whittaker was a professor of mechanical arts at South Carolina State 
College who later served as president of the college (1932-1949).  The church is included in the 
Bennettsville Historic District.  Source: NRHP 
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NEWBERRY COUNTY 
 
Central UM Church          1832 
1005 College Street, Newberry 
 
Included in the Newberry Historic District, this Revival-style edifice was designed by famed architect 
Reuben Harrison Hunt of Chattanooga, Tenn., and constructed by C.C. (Cam) Davis at a cost of $12,000.  
The church commands a full city block.  The asymmetrical building rises from a lower façade of natural 
granite to white brick facing its left one-story turret, recessed center and right three-story square bell 
tower.  Granite is also used to arch the triple arcade of the central block, the bell tower’s three stained-
glass windows and the central front large stained-glass window.  Terra cotta belt courses encircle the bell 
tower below and above two narrow arched windows on the second floor.  The belfry displays, on each  
elevation, four narrow arched openings below a tiled pyramidal roof with corner tiled pinnacles.  
Additions to the church since 1930 extend the rear and right rear of the building.  Source: NRHP 
 
 
 
Mount Bethel Academy          1795 
U.S. Highway 176 about .7 mile Northwest of Browns Crossroads 
 
Located  about 1 mile northeast on land conveyed by Edward Finc, this 
school – the first Methodist educational venture in the state – was 
established by Bishop Francis Asbury and opened by him in 1795.  A 
number of Mt. Bethel students became the first South Carolina college 
graduates.  The first Methodist conferences in the state outside Charleston 
met here at Finch’s home in 1793.  Among the leading citizens who attended 
this school, which opened in 1795 and closed ca. 1820, was William Harper, 
U.S. Senator and judge.  William Harper was the son of John Harper, who 
founded Washington Street Methodist Church in Columbia, and is buried in 
the cemetery near the Mount Bethel school site.  Source: SCDAH; UMC 
 
New Chapel UM Church       1820 
Approximately 3.5 miles Southeast of Silverstreet on Road 83 
 
Once housing a school for area students, New Chapel 
was located close to the Saluda River.  The 
congregation moved to this site after Isaac Herbert, a 
member of the S.C. House of Representatives (1844-
45) donated the land in 1833.  The present building was 
constructed in 1879.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OCONEE COUNTY  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Trinity          1860 
Walhalla 
 
Trinity was founded in the 1860s as the only worship center for 
African Americans in the Walhalla area.  Tradition has it 
beginning as a brush arbor at a location known as Twin Pines.  
Rev. James Rosemond is credited with Trinity’s founding.  It 
was recognized as an extension ministry of the Mount Vernon 
Epworth League of the Ohio Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  For many years, Trinity housed the only 
school for African Americans in the Walhalla School District.  It 
was the home church of Rev. Granville Hicks, a leading member 
of the South Carolina Annual Conference for many years and 
the first appointment of the late Bishop Joseph B. Bethea.  
Placed on the list of UMC Historic Sites in 2004.  (Trinity was 
recently sold to a Hispanic church and is no longer an active 
UMC congregation.)  Source: UMC 
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ORANGEBURG COUNTY 
Trinity UM Church          1866 
185 Boulevard NE, Orangeburg 
 
Dating from 1866, Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church was built 
where the Orangeburg County Courthouse now stands.  The present 
structure on Boulevard was begun in 1928 and completed in 1944.  
Materials portraying the original church are available and can be 
viewed by visitors. 
 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, constructed over a 16-year 
period from 1928 to 1944, is an excellent example of 20th-century 
Gothic Revival church architecture.  It was designed by William K. 
Wilkins (1881-1937), a professor of manual training and industrial 
education and teacher-trainer of shop work at South Carolina State 
College from 1918 until his death in 1937.  Wilkins, who was educated at Claflin College, South Carolina 
State, and the Carnegie Institute of Technology, never held an architect’s license, but designed buildings 
under the supervision of Miller F. Whittaker, director of the mechanical arts department at South Carolina 
State.  This is the fourth building associated with the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church congregation, 
which was organized in 1866 by Methodist ministers from the North.  Although a groundbreaking 
ceremony was held for the present sanctuary in 1928, construction of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church 
proceeded slowly as the church found itself in the Depression.  The first services in the completed 
building were held in August 1944.  Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church played a central role during the 
Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s as the site of numerous organizational and strategic 
meetings.  Sources: NRHP, SCDAH 
 
 
White House Church (White Meeting House)          1790 
3577 Five Chop Road (Highway 301 N), Orangeburg 
 
White House Church is located about 10 miles north of 
Orangeburg.  The deed by which a 4-acre tract of land on which 
White House Church stood, along with an earlier structure known 
as the “White Meeting House,” is the earliest documented record 
of Methodism in Orangeburg County.  The church and property 
were given to the Methodist Episcopal Church on October 1, 
1790.  In 1801 and 1803, the society was visited by Francis 
Asbury, pioneer Bishop of American Methodism. 
White House United Methodist Church is one of the finer and 
increasingly rare examples in South Carolina of the popular 
meeting house-style typical of rural and less affluent church 
congregations.  Built ca. 1850, the church reflects the style’s bare and simple design principles, affording 
only the essentials needed for worship.  This can be seen in the church’s rectangular plan, original 
clapboard siding and hard hand-hewn pine benches.  With the exception of a choir loft, stained-glass 
windows and carpet, the interior appears much as it originally did.  The front portico is a 1939 addition, as 
are the rooms added to the rear.  Sources: NRHP, SCDAH 
 
 
 
Zion Church          1843 
Highway 301, Orangeburg 
 
Zion is located 5 miles south of Orangeburg on 
U.S. Highway 301.  It is believed to be one of the 
earliest Methodist churches in the area.  The 
original building was constructed before the Civil 
War and replaced in the 1880s.  In about 1843, 
appointed ministers replaced circuit riders.  Early 
in the 1930s, Zion was abandoned as a full-time 
church when its members moved to nearby Cope 
and Orangeburg.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
Cattle Creek Campground          1786 
122 Camp Ground Circle, S.C. Sec. Rd. 80, Rowesville  
 
Cattle Creek Campground, situated near the Orangeburg County towns 
of Rowesville, Bowman and Branchville, consists of 36 cabins, called 
“tents,” arranged in a wide semi-circle around an open pavilion 
structure known as the “stand” or “tabernacle.”  At the northwest end 
of the camp-meeting ground is Cattle Creek United Methodist Church; 
between the church and the tabernacle is a cemetery.  The camp burned 
in 1898 and was gradually rebuilt over the next several decades.  The 
campground is one of only three Methodist camp-meeting grounds 
remaining in South Carolina.  Significant for its association with the 
early history of Methodism in South Carolina, Cattle Creek 
Campground is also notable as a surviving example of a social 
institution important in rural America during the 19th century.  The 
tents, so named because the first campers and worshippers stayed in cloth tents and lean-to’s made from 
limbs and branches, are built of rough, unpainted lumber, have gable roofs 
covered with metal or composition shingles, and generally measure about 20 
feet by 30 feet.  Each tent contains two rooms downstairs with dirt floors and 
one or two rooms upstairs, which are reached by a small stairway or ladder.  
All of the tents have porches with shed roofs.  The cooking is done outdoors 
at the rear of the tent over an open fire.  In the center of the campground is 
the “stand,” an open shed about 56 feet by 81 feet with a metal, gabled hip 
roof.  Source: NRHP
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Claflin College          1869 
Magnolia Street, Orangeburg 
 
Claflin College was founded in 1869 as Claflin University.  It 
is the oldest historically black college in South Carolina and 
was established to “advance the cause of education, and 
maintain a first-class institution...open to all without 
distinction of race or color.”  It was named for two 
generations of the Claflin family of Massachusetts – Lee 
Claflin (1791-1871), a prominent Methodist layman, and his 
son Gov. William Claflin (1818-1903), who supported and 
helped fund the new institution.  The S.C. Agricultural and 
Mechanical Institute opened at Claflin in 1872 and was the 
predecessor of S.C. State University, founded in 1896.  
Claflin, associated with and supported by the Methodist 
Church, featured in its early years industrial, manual and 
agricultural training; primary and secondary education; and 
college-prep and college courses, including architecture, law, teacher education and theology. 
 
The Claflin College Historic District is composed of five educational buildings constructed between 1898 
and ca. 1915 in the historic core of the Claflin College campus.  The district is significant for its 
association with the important contributions of the college to African-American education in South 
Carolina in the early 20th century and is architecturally significant as an intact collection of early 20th-
century educational buildings. 
 
Claflin is known for its historic buildings and sites, as a campus of outstanding architectural harmony, and 
for its natural and landscaped beauty.  Three of the university’s historic buildings – Tingley Memorial 
Hall, the Arthur Rose Museum (formerly the Lee Library) and Ministers’ Hall – are included in The 
Council of Independent Colleges’ Historic Campus Architecture Project. 
Tingley Hall is an elegant Georgian Revival composition, with fine proportions and ornate masonry 
detailing typical of the style.  The Lee Library has an 
unusual, picturesque plan and classical details in its 
brickwork; it is a fine example of the inventive 
adaptations of classical precedents from the late 
Victorian period.  The three other contributing 
buildings to the district, also constructed of brick, 
are Trustee Hall (ca. 1910), Wilson Hall (1913) and 
the Dining Hall (1913). 
Sources: SCDAH; 
www.claflin.edu/Campus/campus.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Target UM Church          1800 
705 Target Road, Holly Hill 
 
This church, founded about 1800, is one of the oldest Methodist congregations in this part of the state.  It 
takes its name from Target Branch, a nearby tributary of Four Holes Swamp.  The name “Target” is 
thought to be a corruption of the “tar gates” along the edges of the swamp, where tar, turpentine, and 
timber were harvested.  It held its first services in a brush arbor, with a sycamore stump for a pulpit.  
Target Methodist Church was one of several area congregations long served by circuit riders, on the 
Cypress Circuit (1810-1855), then on the Providence Circuit (1855-1916).  Its first permanent church, a 
log building, was 
rebuilt as a frame 
sanctuary in 1830.  A 
second frame church 
built in 1873 was 
replaced by the 
present sanctuary in 
1920.  The cemetery 
here includes graves 
dating as early as 
1820.  Source SCDAH 
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RICHLAND COUNTY 
 
Bethel UM Church          1835 
4600 Daniel Drive, Columbia 
 
This church was organized in 1835 in what was then rural Richland District.  The first sanctuary here, 
built soon afterward, burned in a forest fire in 1867.  The cemetery dates from as early as 1862.  The 
second sanctuary, built in 1868, was remodeled about 1890.  As Forest Acres grew after World War II, the 
church expanded and built its first brick sanctuary in 1948.  The present church was built in 1964.  
Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Wesley UM Church          1869 
1727 Gervais Street, Columbia 
 
Wesley Methodist Church is the oldest African-
American Methodist congregation in Columbia.  It 
was founded in 1869 by Rev. J.C. Emerson and was 
a separate black congregation instead of forming 
from an established white church.  First called the 
Columbia Mission, it met upstairs in a Main Street 
building and later built its own chapel.  About 1910, 
the Columbia Mission bought a lot and was 
renamed Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church.  The 
Gothic Revival church, built in 1910-11, was 
designed by noted Columbia architect Arthur W. 
Hamby, who designed other churches in Columbia 
as well as in Winnsboro, Bishopville, and St. 
Matthews.  Its high-style Late Gothic design is 
relatively unusual for an African-American church 
of its period, and is notable for its two asymmetrical 
towers, decorative brickwork, and pointed-arch stained-glass windows.  Source: SCDAH 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Washington Street UM Church          1803 
139 Washington Street, Columbia 
 
Washington Street United Methodist Church is 
one of Columbia’s foremost historic churches.  
Organized in 1803, the congregation built a frame 
church that was the first house of worship in 
Columbia.  A brick structure built in the 1830s 
burned in 1865.  According to legend, the church 
was destroyed by Union soldiers looking for the 
First Baptist Church, site of the first meeting of 
South Carolina secession convention, who were 
directed to Washington Street by a Baptist sexton.  
A small chapel built of brick salvaged from ruins 
was replaced by the present church, which was 
erected with funds collected throughout the 
nation.  Completed in 1872, the Washington 
Street Church is a red-brick Victorian Gothic 
church with double-shouldered buttresses and a 
large arched center entrance with double doors 
flanked by similar arched entrances.  The church 
features a fully developed tower with a steeple on the 
left side of the front façade with matching lines 
extending to the roofline on the right.  Both towers are 
topped with four pinnacles with unusual crown-shaped 
ornaments, giving the appearance of Islamic influence.  
Stained-glass windows depict the life of Christ without 
using human figures.  Source: UMC, NRHP, SCDAH 
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Columbia College          1854 
Columbia College Drive, Columbia 
 
On February 8, 1854, representatives of the South Carolina Methodist Conference voted to establish 
Columbia Female College in Columbia, S.C., whose mission would be “to educate young women for 
fruitful service to church, state and nation.” 
 
The decision to establish the College was a bold and progressive move by the Church in an era in which 
the subject of female education was being hotly debated.  Attendees at a Phi Beta Kappa address in 1853 
were told, “The best diploma for a woman is a large family and a happy husband.”  An article in the 
Southern Christian Advocate the same year pointed out that both sons and daughters must be well 
educated because “the yoke matrimonial sits heavily upon those between whom there exists a marked 
intellectual disparity.” 
 
Columbia Female College officially opened in 1859 with an initial student body of 121 and a faculty of 
16.  When General Sherman and his troops marched through Columbia in 1865, the school had to close.  It 
was saved from being torched only because Professor of Music W.H. Orchard, having heard that all 
unoccupied buildings would be burned by a 
certain hour, left his home to stand in the 
doorway of the College where he could be seen 
by the troops.  The school was reopened in 
1873.  The college was damaged by its first fire 
in 1895, although the damage was not 
extensive.  The name changed to Columbia 
College in 1905 after it was moved to its 
present site in North Columbia in 1904.  Swept 
by a second fire in 1909, the college operated 
out of its former Plain Street facilities until the 
North Columbia campus could be reoccupied 
in 1910. 
 
From 1940 to 1951, Presidents Guilds and Greene oversaw Columbia College as well as Wofford College 
in Spartanburg. 
 
In 1964, a tragic third fire ravaged the campus, destroying Old Main, a college landmark.  Frightened and 
disheartened students, huddling in the middle of the night in College Place Methodist Church, were told 
by President Spears, “Nothing has been destroyed that cannot be rebuilt.”  Soon thereafter new interest in 
the College was engendered, and building continued.  The columns of Old Main, which had been the only 
thing left standing in the ashes when the fire was over, became a symbol of Columbia College, its strength 
and its endurance.  Source: SCDAH; Columbia College web site (www.columbiasc.edu/about/history.asp) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whaley Street UM Church          1896  
Whaley Street, Columbia 
 
Whaley Street UMC is part of the Granby Mill Village Historic District.  It was the first church erected in 
the Mill Village and was originally named Granby Church.  It was built in 1897 at a cost of $1,500 on the 
northeast corner of Whaley and Church Streets adjacent to the Company Store building.  The congregation 
was organized in 1896 at the home of Raford Smith.  In 1903, a new church building was erected on the 
same site.  The design of the church represents finely crafted examples of the Gothic Revival style 
denoted by pointed arched windows, crenellated parapets and a buttressed tower caped by a slate-roof 
spire.  Source: NRHP 
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SALUDA COUNTY 
 
Spann UM Church         1805 
150 Church Street (S.C. Highway 23), Ward 
 
Founded around1805 at the plantation of John Spann Jr., about 
1 mile north, Bishop Francis Asbury preached there in 1807 
and 1811.  The first church on this site was built and the 
cemetery was established ca. 1840.  The present Greek 
Revival sanctuary, built in 1873, is almost unchanged.  It is 
architecturally significant as a remarkably intact example of a 
vernacular meeting house that illustrates provincial 
faithfulness to the Greek Revival while alluding to the 
Romanesque Revival.  The two-bay wide by six-bay long 
temple-form frame building features an engaged tetra-style 
portico with a pedimented gable roof on the façade and an 
open bed pediment at the rear.  Pilasters at the front corner of 
the building reflect the portico’s square tapered wooden pillars 
with recessed panels.  The round arched windows 
and doors and the louvered lunette in the pediment, 
both allusions to the Romanesque Revival movement 
of the late 19th century, soften the austere lines of the 
building and distinguish it from other vernacular 
meeting houses in rural South Carolina.  The 
cemetery includes a significant collection of funerary 
art from the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Many 
of the grave markers reflect the Victorian 
sentimentality and preoccupation with the rites of 
death.  They include popular motifs and forms such 
as weeping willows, lambs, tree stumps, obelisks and 
a draped urn.  The oldest marked grave dates to 1842. 
 
Clinton Ward (1828-1905), a member of this church, was a prominent landowner and a state 
representative (1880-1883).  The Charlotte, Columbia, & Augusta Railroad ran its tracks through Ward’s 
property about 1870.  He laid out and 
planned the town first named Ward’s Depot, 
then Clintonward, then Wards, and finally 
Ward.  Clinton Ward, his wife 
Martha, and their daughter Josephine are 
buried here.  Source: NRHP 
SPARTANBURG COUNTY 
 
Central UM Church        1838 
Church Street, Spartanburg 
 
This Gothic Revival sanctuary, constructed in 1885-1886 with substantive alterations in 1896-1897, 1909-
1910, and 1930, is an excellent example of late 19th and early 20th century interpretations of the Gothic 
Revival style and is associated with some of the most prominent architects of South Carolina and the 
Southeast during the period.  Central Methodist, the first church established in Spartanburg, was founded 
in 1838 and known as Spartanburg 
Methodist Church until 1889.  The first 
sanctuary, a frame building, was built soon 
afterward and served the 
congregation until 1854, when it was 
demolished and replaced by a more 
substantial church.  The second church 
was demolished in 1885 and replaced in 
1886 by the present Gothic Revival 
church, described as “an ornament to our 
town” shortly before its dedication.  The 
outside walls are a light yellow stucco, 
with beveled cast-stone window sills, belt 
courses and matching drip moulds over pointed arched window and door openings.  A 100-foot bell tower 
on the southwest corner was adorned with a steeple, gables on each side, and pinnacles at all four corners.  
The 1896-1897 renovations are attributed to and were carried out according to plans by the noted order-
by-mail house architect George F. Barber of Knoxville and under the supervision of an architect named 
Hill of Charlotte.  The renovations included two large additions, a small secondary steeple, and a large 
addition to the main steeple.  By 1909-1910, the congregation had increased to more than 800 members 
and reviewed plans by the Atlanta architectural firm of Norrman, Hentz & Reid for another expansion 
intended to increase the size of the sanctuary by some 60 percent.  Within 20 years, the church needed still 
more room, and the church hired Charles W. Fant of Anderson as the architect for a Sunday School 
addition and a remodeling of the auditorium.  Source: 
NRHP 
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Wofford College          1854 
Church Street, Spartanburg 
 
Wofford College is a small liberal arts institution that is Methodist affiliated.  Its 80-acre, 30-building 
complex has grown from the original campus of 35 acres containing the Main Building and five faculty 
residences.  The college was opened in 1854 through the $100,000 bequest of a local minister, Rev. 
Benjamin Wofford.  The historic district consists of the main building and six Georgian-derived houses.  
The Wofford Main Building was designed by the Charleston architect Edward C. Jones in the Italian Villa 
style that had been popularized nationally by Alexander Jackson Davis.  It is a three-story stucco structure 
with square giant order columns supporting a massive portico framed by twin towers.  Large side wings 
abut the central section.  The six two-story brick residences have wide central halls flanked by rooms to 
either side.  They are in a vernacular style that was popular for Southern homes.  Four of the buildings 
date to 1854.  All have one-story front verandas.  Source: NRHP 
 
Shiloh          1786 
Blackstock Road, Inman 
 
Organized around 1786, Shiloh held its first services in a brush arbor and later constructed a log meeting 
house.  This frame sanctuary, built between 1825 and 
1830, was the second building to serve Shiloh.  In 1836, 
Adam Gramling Jr. donated it and 3 acres to church 
trustees William Brooks, Adam Gramling Sr., John 
Gramling and Ruben Gramling.  Shiloh, founded shortly 
after the American Revolution, is the mother church of 
many Spartanburg County Methodist churches and some 
affiliated with other denominations.  It was active until 
about 1915, when its last 14 members transferred to 
Inman Methodist Church.  The old sanctuary, still an 
important part of the community, has been the site of an 
annual homecoming service since 1915. 
 
The building is significant as a particularly intact 
example of the vernacular meeting house form of 
ecclesiastical architecture common in rural churches in 
the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  It is the earliest 
surviving church sanctuary in Spartanburg County and one of the earliest in the South Carolina 
Upcountry.  The church’s simplicity of form and materials, as well as its strikingly rural and pastoral 
setting, has been preserved for more than 175 years.  It is a simple, unadorned, one-room, rectangular 
building constructed in a vernacular meeting house form and clad in whitewashed, horizontally-applied 
drop (or German) siding.  The church cemetery occupies the back portion of the 3-acre lot.  The grave 
markers in the cemetery, dating from 1816 to 2004, are a mixture of granite headstones, still in good 
condition, old markers with barely legible lettering, and some with unreadable letters even by tracing the 
stones.  Many graves are marked by plain field stones. 
 
Shiloh Methodist Church was a circuit church 
for most of its existence, dependent on a 
minister traveling a circuit to preach at several 
churches.  About 1915, the last 14 
members of the congregation 
transferred their membership to Inman 
Methodist Church, now Inman United 
Methodist Church, which owns the 
historic church and cemetery.  Source: UMC, 
NRHP, SCDAH 
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Jacksons Grove UM Church         1870 
2811 North Pacolet Road, Landrum 
 
Located almost in North Carolina, Jacksons Grove is a wood-frame building constructed around 1870.  
The building is made of hand-planed boards, 12-inches wide, and the doors are put together with pegs.  
The pulpit, altar and pews are handmade.  It has a large cemetery adjacent to the church grounds.  For a 
history of Jackson Grove go to: 
www.jacksonsgrove.org/History/Culbreth/pg1.htm.  Source: UMC, NRHP 
 
 
Spartanburg Methodist College          1911 
570 Brawley Street, Spartanburg 
 
Spartanburg Methodist College was founded as Textile Industrial Institute (TII) in 1911 by Dr. David 
English Camak, a visionary Methodist minister.  At its founding as a work-study cooperative, TII served 
young adults working in area textile mills by offering high school-level courses in preparation for 
advanced education or employment.  In this first cooperative education program in the country, students 
worked a week and then took classes for a week.  This arrangement enabled the school to provide 
resources for education and for life. 
 
In 1927, the first two years of college-level work were added to the curriculum to provide graduates with 
an associate degree in liberal arts for transfer to senior-level colleges.  The continued close relationship 
between TII and local business and industry led to the development of associate degrees that prepared 
students for immediate employment. 
 
In 1940, the high school classes were dropped from the TII curriculum.  In 1942, Textile Industrial 
Institute became Spartanburg Junior College, and for the next 25 years focused its efforts on providing 
associate degrees designed for 
transfer into a wide variety of 
bachelor’s degree programs.  
Beginning in 1965, the College began 
a cycle of growth during which more 
than three-fourths of the present 
campus buildings were erected or 
renovated, the curriculum was 
broadened and strengthened, 
student enrollment doubled, and new 
expertise was added through 
faculty growth and 
development. 
 
In 1974, Spartanburg Junior 
College became Spartanburg 
Methodist College. 
 
Since its founding, the College has been affiliated with the mission work of the United Methodist Church 
and its forebear, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.  The relationship between the College and the 
church has continued across the years through the General Board of Global Ministries and the Board of 
Global Ministries of the South Carolina Annual Conference.  The College’s name attests to the pride the 
institution’s trustees, faculty, staff and student body take in working and studying at a college based on the 
traditional values of the church and the United States of America. 
 
Today, Spartanburg Methodist College serves a highly diverse student body from several states of the 
United States, as well as from several different nations of the world.  The College seeks to meet the 
educational needs of its student body by 
enabling each student to meet the challenges 
of a technologically based future.  
Spartanburg Methodist College offers a 
variety of educational programs to meet the 
needs of the traditional college student and 
of the non-traditional working adult.  
Sources: SCDAH; Spartanburg Methodist 
College web site (http://smcsc.edu), 
Wikipedia 
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SUMTER COUNTY 
 
Mt. Zion UM Church        1873 
130 Loring Mill Road, Sumter 
 
This church, with its origin in a brush arbor where services were held during the Civil War, was formally 
organized in 1873 with a Rev. B. James as its first pastor.  Col. James D. Blanding sold the trustees a 
small parcel to build their first permanent church, a frame building; church trustees bought additional 
acreage in 1883.  The first Mt. Zion Methodist Church burned in 1913.  The present church, also a frame 
building, replaced the first church.  The cornerstone was laid in 1914; later renovations included the 
application of brick veneer in the 1980s.  Rev. Isaiah DeQuincey Newman (1911-1985), who was pastor 
of Mt. Zion from 1975 to 1982, was a civil rights activist and state senator (1983-1985) and the first 
African American in the S.C. State Senate since 1886.  Source: SCDAH 
 
Bethel UM Church          1787 
5575 Lodebar Road, Sumter 
 
Methodists arrived in South Carolina by the end of the 18th century.  By 1787, a congregation organized 
by Rev. Richard Swift was meeting at Rembert’s Church, about 4 ½ 
miles north of the present church’s location.  Within four years, 
Methodists were also gathering for worship at various camp-meeting 
grounds.  One of the most popular of these grounds was Lodebar, 
situated about 1 mile west of Bethel.  Lodebar Church was formed at 
this site by 1814.  As early as 1811, a congregation was meeting 2 miles 
south of the Bethel site in Clark’s meeting house.  Another church, 
Sardis, was situated 1 mile east on Scape Ore Swamp.  These churches 
continued to grow until 1856 when Clark’s church built a new church 
that was consolidated with Lodebar’s, along with additional members from Rembert’s and Sardis.  This 
new building, completed and dedicated in 1858, would be called Bethel, meaning “House of God.”  The 
church was built by its members and their slaves with hand-drawn and hewn timber donated by members.  
In 1859, it became clear that a cemetery was needed, as three young sons of Capt. J.F. Michaux died of 
diphtheria within days of each other.  These were the first graves placed at Bethel cemetery. 
 
In 1879, an acre of land on Lodebar Road was given by M.T. McLeod for the purpose of building a 
parsonage.  In 1880, Brother J.S. Beasley and his family moved in.  Over 20 years later, in 1902, the 
church purchased land in the village of Oswego and built a new parsonage at a cost of $1,300.  This is on 
the site of the present brick parsonage, which was built in 1940.  At Bethel Church, in 1917 more 
comfortable pews made of oakwood replaced the 
original hand-made ones.  The original pews were sold to 
Clark’s church.  One of the original pews still remains at 
Bethel.  In 1949, Bethel added 10 classrooms in a two- story 
structure that forms two wings across the back of the 
present-day church.  In 1966, a small chapel was 
designed by Ellis Cook and built to provide space for 
dinners, church meetings and receptions.  This 
building is called “Little Bethel.”  Now more than 140 years 
old, Bethel UMC, stately and serenely beautiful, 
symbolizes the faith and service to God of devoted and 
courageous congregations.  Source: SCDAH; Bethel UMC 
web site (www.bethelumcoswego.org/history.html) 
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Green Swamp          1787 
West Liberty Street Extension beyond Swan Lake, Sumter 
 
The site of the first Methodist Church in the vicinity of Sumter, Green Swamp was influenced by Bishop 
Francis Asbury.  Richard Bradford gave land and with others built a wooden chapel in 1787, first called 
Bradford’s Meeting House.  Here Santee circuit riders preached until 1827, when the church was closed 
and services held in the growing village of Sumter for the convenience of the members.  Source: SCDAH 
 
UNION COUNTY 
 
Grace UM Church          1872 
Church Street, Union 
 
Grace United Methodist Church is a large 
stone Gothic-Revival church building 
with a two-story educational building and 
a cemetery.  The church was initially 
constructed in 1872, with James Grant as 
builder and Col. John L. Young as 
architect-engineer.  Photographs depict 
this early building as a symmetrical stone 
church with a central entrance tower and 
a flanking bell tower on the northwest 
corner of the nave.  The church was 
substantially enlarged in 1917-1919; 
Casey & Fant of Anderson, S.C., served 
as architects and J.M. Crawford as 
contractor for this enlargement that gave 
the building its present shape.  Grace has 
a steep gabled rood and a buttressed nave.  
A low narthex on the west elevation replaces the original entrance tower; a large tracer window rises 
above the narthex.  The tower on the northwest corner of the façade  retains its original lower stage; the 
upper stage was built in 1917-1919, replacing the original spire.  The two-story stone educational building 
on the south side of the church has windows grouped under stone label-molds, and stone coping matching 
that of the church building.  The church cemetery is located to the north of the building.  Source: NRHP 
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WILLIAMSBURG COUNTY 
 
Suttons UM Church          1825 
3168 Santee Road, Suttons (Andrews) 
 
Founded in 1825, Suttons is the second-oldest Methodist congregation in Williamsburg County.  That 
year, Robert Sutton gave the “Methodist Society” of this community a parcel 100-yards square.  Its first 
church, a frame building, was sometimes known as “Sutton’s Meeting House.”  It appears in Robert Mills’ 
Atlas of South Carolina, published in 1825, as “Suttons M.H.”  Suttons Methodist Church also hosted 
several annual camp meetings between 1825 and 1860.  The second church, a frame building, was 
completed in 1884.  The present brick sanctuary was built in 1953.  The cemetery, established in the first 
half of the 19th century, includes the plots of many early church families.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ebenezer UM Church          1822 
Intersection of S.C. Secondary Road 45-34 & 45-40, Crooks’ Crossroads, about 3 miles northeast of 
Hemingway 
 
This church is said to be the oldest Methodist congregation in present Williamsburg County.  It was 
established prior to 1822 when Samuel Heaselden, in his will, reserved two acres of land for the 
congregation; in 1837, his heirs deeded this land to the trustees of the church, “which will bear the name 
of Ebenezer.”  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cooper’s Academy / Bethesda Methodist Church          1879 
2000 Cades Road, Cades 
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Cooper’s Academy, built in 1905-06, was a private boarding school for the black children of this 
community until 1927, and a public school from 1927 to 1958.  Founded by Moses Cooper, 
H.J. Cooper, and Ada E. Martin, it was first called Cooper’s Academy, Normal and Industrial Institute for 
Colored Youth.  The school closed in 1958 when black schools at Battery Park and Cades were 
consolidated. 
 
Bethesda Methodist Church, founded in 1879, was organized in a brush arbor.  Its first permanent church, 
a one-room sanctuary built about 1884, stood ¼ mile west.  The congregation bought a two-acre site here 
in 1893 and soon built a one-room frame church.  The church was rebuilt in 1971, during the pastorate of 
Rev. J.B. Bowen.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
YORK COUNTY 
 
Trinity UM Church          1824 
22 East Liberty, York 
 
Organized in 1824 by Revs. William 
Gassaway and Joseph Holmes, Trinity is the 
oldest Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
(now UMC) in York County.  The original 
building was erected on College Street in 
1826.  The first Sunday School in York 
County was organized at Trinity on March 
2, 1829, by James Jefferys.  Source: SCDAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John’s UM Church          1856 
321 South Oakland, Rock Hill 
 
Before a Methodist church was organized, an itinerant minister would come to preach to a group of people 
who met in a framed schoolhouse called Pine Grove Academy.  It was located in a pasture on property 
owned by the White family who lived in the large White house at the corner of East White Street and 
Elizabeth Lane, directly behind St. John’s Center.  It was located near the present intersection of North 
Confederate Avenue and Pendleton Street, which is near present-day Confederate Park. 
 
In 1856, Rev. John Wesley North was appointed to the Yorkville Circuit.  He helped organize the 
Methodist church in Roc.  Mrs. Richard Springs, whose husband was well-to-do, was very generous in 
getting a church started and contributed toward a parsonage as well as to the church; she was known as the 
“Mother of Methodism in Rock Hill.” 
 
In 1856, the first Methodist church was built at the intersection of Hampton and Black Streets on property 
that had been purchased from Alexander Templeton Black.  This same building was used by First Baptist 
Church after the Methodists vacated it in 1878.  The building was dedicated on June 21, 1857.  The 
Methodists met on the first floor and Masons on the second floor.  The church had two sections of pews – 
men sat on one side and women on the other, except for courting couples, who were allowed to sit 
together.  Cuspidors were placed at the end of the men’s pews.  The church was heated by wood heaters 
and lighted by kerosene lamps hung on the walls.  Members brought their own hymn books and Bibles for 
each service. 
 
In 1876, the church building was sold and the second building was built.  It was a brick church on Main 
Street almost opposite Hampton Street and constructed at a cost of $4,250.  It was dedicated in June of 
that year. 
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Around 1893, the church became known as St. John’s Methodist Episcopal Church South.  The name was 
probably changed because Cornerstone Methodist Church (Laurel Street/Main Street) was founded just a 
few years later. 
 
In 1897, the building was 21 years old and Rev. Sam Zimmerman 
was pastor.  A wooden house next door burned, and the church was 
condemned because the extreme heat caused the walls of the church 
to become warped.  A new site was bought at the corner of Main and 
Caldwell Streets, and the third church building was erected.  Lumber 
from the old church was reused, and the famous clock was 
refurbished and reused.  The building was dedicated in 1902 by 
Bishop W.W. Duncan.  Source: NRHP; 
www.stjohnsrh.org/visitors/history/briefhistory.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 
 
I decided to do this section as sort of a “parking lot” for material that did not fit in the previous sections.  
Some are personal stories.  Others are about people, places or happenings that I found of interest and 
thought others might as well.  These stories are not in any particular order. 
 
 
…And the Oldest Methodist Church in South Carolina Is? 
As a people, we are fascinated by whom or what is first. After beginning this project, I began to routinely 
ask Methodist ministers and laity to tell me the name of the oldest Methodist Church in South Carolina.  
The most frequent response was: “I don’t know.”  This is an understandable response once you know how 
Methodism developed in South Carolina.  Following is a brief attempt to answer this question. 
 
As Methodism in America grew from a movement to societies and to a denomination, a number of 
“churches” date their beginning prior to the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  I believe it 
is important to recognize those that by their existence assisted with the transition from society to Church.  
Since officially the Methodist Church in America did not exist until the Christmas Conference in 1784 – 
or in South Carolina belong to a Conference until its First Annual Conference in 1787 – I have called 
these churches “heritage sites” in the belief that each deserves recognition.  Some are on one or more of 
the sources used to create a list of historic Methodist Churches and places for this project, but many are 
not.  I want to thank Dr. Roger Grambling and Frank Buie for allowing me to borrow from their work. 
 
There appear to have been around a dozen Methodist societies or churches that became Methodist meeting 
in South Carolina prior to the Christmas Conference.  Among these were: 
Date   Name     County 
1735   Central    Marion 
1761   Bethel     Fairfield 
1763   Asbury (Sims Meeting House) Cherokee 
1775   Mt. Bethel    Laurens 
1776   Republican    McCormick 
1778   Tabernacle    Chesterfield 
1779   St. James    Charleston 
1780    Indian Field    Colleton 
1780   Liberty    Spartanburg 
1782   Blue Meeting House*   Charleston 
      (Cumberland Street) 
1784   Shady Grove    Richland 
      (Busby’s Meeting House) 
1784   Fork Creek    Chesterfield 
* On one or more of the lists used for this project 
Source: Dr. Roger Gramling and Rev. Frank Buie 
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Interestingly, of these early Methodist Churches, only Cumberland Street and more recently Fork Creek 
have received recognition as a United Methodist Historic Site.  Several from the above list are in service 
today.  Among those are Central, Indian Field and Shady Grove.  Should any of these be considered as the 
oldest Methodist Church in South Carolina? 
 
Or should the oldest be from among those established after the founding of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church?  Among these would be: 
Date   Name     County 
1785   Duncan Memorial (Georgetown)* Georgetown 
1785   Rembert*    Lee 
1785   Carlisle    Union 
1785   Grove (Lebanon)*   Greenville 
1786   Andrews Chapel*   Clarendon 
1786    Trinity (Enoree)   Spartanburg 
1786   Capers Chapel    Chester 
1786   Mt. Andrew    Marion 
      (Buck Swamp Society) 
1786   First     Marion 
1786   Macedonia    Marion 
      (Smith’s Meeting House) 
1786   Bethea’s Meeting House (Dothan) Dillon 
1787   Bradford’s Meeting House  Sumter 
      (Green Swamp) 
1787   Lakeview     Union 
1787   Lyttleton Street*   Kershaw 
1787   First South Carolina   Charleston 
   Annual Conference 
* On one or more of the lists used for this project 
 
From the above lists, it would appear that Central and Duncan have some grounds on which to claim 
being the oldest. 
 
Central Methodist located in Britton’s Neck may have a claim as the oldest church building in continuous 
service that is today United Methodist.  It claims to have started in 1735.  I could not believe my eyes 
when I saw 1735 as the founding date.  This was the year that John Wesley arrived in Savannah.  A 
telephone call to Central’s Secretary, Virginia Cox, was quickly followed by a copy of Central’s history. 
 
1735 was the year that All Saints was built by settlers in the Britton’s Neck area of what is now Marion 
County.  Started as an Anglican Church, perhaps because this was the official church of the Colonies, the 
first minister, Dr. Robert Hunter, is not on any list of the Church of England.  However, he does appear on 
the list of Presbyterian ministers, as does his successor, Rev. Robert Allison.  In 1786, Bishop Asbury 
visited the area.  The Britton’s Neck Society of Methodist was created either as a direct result of his visit, 
or it existed prior to his visit.  All Saints had struggled since the Revolution, so in that same year it voted 
to merge with the Society of Methodist.  So here is a church that started as Anglican in 1735, had pastors 
who were Presbyterian, and became Methodist in 1786. 
 
The Methodist worshipped in the building until 1858 when it was dismantled, moved to Old Neck 
Cemetery, and rebuilt.  By 1917, membership had declined and Old Neck merged with Nebo.  Old Neck 
was again dismantled, moved to its present location, rebuilt and named Central.  So today’s Central is in 
the same building, but not the same location, as All Saints built in 1735.  That is over 275 years. 
 
Is a building that has been dismantled, moved and rebuilt twice the same as the original?  Well, probably 
not exactly the same but close.  However, Central has another claim as a first.  In 1918, Trustees at Nebo, 
Bostick, Graham, Bay and Old Ark schools united to establish the first rural high school in South 
Carolina.  According to one of its former members, Dr. Robert Bass, since there was not a high school 
building available, the students met for the first year at Central.  Thus, what may arguably be the oldest 
Methodist Church in South Carolina housed the state’s first rural high school. 
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Duncan Memorial has a solid case for being the first Methodist Church in South Carolina still in service 
that was started after the founding of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  It traces its organization to Bishop 
Francis Asbury’s visit to Georgetown in February 1785, just two months after the famous Christmas 
Conference. 
 
Unfortunately, available records do not tell us when the first building was constructed.  It is believed to 
have been located near the eastern line of the property and facing Highmarket Street on the land 
bequeathed by William.Wayne.  In search of the year that the first building was erected, J. Lemacks 
Stokes, D.D., in an article “Methodism in Georgetown” published in Southern Christian Advocate on 
January 12, 1922, states that: 
Bishop Asbury’s first explicit reference to a building, however, was in 1804 when he says:  “I 
preached in Mr. Hammett’s house now fallen into our hands.”…This appears to be a reference to 
the work of Willam Hammett of Charleston to part ways with the Methodist Episcopal Church.  If 
this movement ever extended to Georgetown it passed as in Charleston, leaving no trace behind. 
But where was the Hammett house located?  There is much circumstantial evidence that from 
almost, if not quite, the beginning, the lot on the southwest corner of Orange and High Market 
Streets (site of the old graveyard) was occupied by a church.  In 1812 Bishop Asbury speaks of 
preaching in our “enlarged chapel” which was almost certainly on this site.  But was this the 
Hammett House “fallen into our hands”? 
These are a group of “Itinerant Methodist Preachers” born in the late 1700s or early 1800s and 
who died in the early 1800s.  These tombstones face in a different direction from most of the 
others which were erected later.  It is believed that those were buried at the back of that early 
1800s chapel. 
 
The next church, also on the property received from William Wayne, faced Orange Street.  This church 
was a wooden building with colored glass windows and was called the “1833 church.”  By 1899, this little 
church was badly in need of repair and a committee was formed to make plans for the repairs.  It was 
decided to, instead, construct a new church building.  The project lagged for a while until Rev. Whiteford 
McKendree Duncan arrived as minister in 1901.  Rev. Duncan’s zeal for the new building charged the 
energy of all members.  The cornerstone for the new sanctuary was laid in September 1901 and was 
engraved “Duncan M. E. South, 1901.” 
 
Is Duncan Memorial the oldest Methodist Church in South Carolina still in service?  It presents a solid 
case for being the first established in South 
Carolina after the creation of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  Although Central’s history 
goes back to 1735, it did not become Methodist 
until 1786.  Based on the information available, 
Duncan Memorial would be my choice as the first 
Methodist Church in South Carolina. 
 
Central is not on the list of Historic Methodist 
Sites, the National Register or the South Carolina 
Department of Archives and History’s Historical 
Highway Marker list.  This lack of recognition of 
this historic church should be corrected. 
 
A special thanks to Rev. Virgil M. Seaber and 
Vicki Cox for the information on Central. 
Mr. James (Bud) Black patiently clarified several 
questions about the history of Duncan Memorial. 
 
 
Bishop Asbury Preached Here 
 
As I gathered information on the older Methodist churches, I could not help noticing the frequency of 
claims that Bishop Asbury had preached there one or more times.  There were so many that I began to 
treat such claims the same as those places that claim without documentation that “Washington slept here.”  
Eventually, I became more and more curious about Francis Asbury.  I am so glad I did.  While I had taken 
time like most Methodists to learn some basic things about John and Charles Wesley, I found my 
education on the Methodist Church in America and particularly about Francis Asbury to be woefully 
inadequate. 
 
For the reader who wants to know more about Bishop Asbury but who does not have the time to read a 
biography, a quick visit to the Internet may meet your need.  However, I encourage you to take the time to 
read a biography such as Darius L. Salter’s America’s Bishop: The Life of Francis Asbury.  The History of 
South Carolina Methodism by Albert Deeds Betts devotes several pages to Bishop Asbury’s travels in 
South Carolina, beginning with his first stop at Cheraw on February 17, 1785.  From there, he traveled to 
Georgetown where he delivered what was probably his first sermon in South Carolina, based on I 
Corinthians 2-14. 
 
Two years later, the First South Carolina Conference, presided over jointly by Bishop Asbury and Bishop 
Thomas Coke, was held on March 22, 1787.  At that time, there were six circuits (Georgia, Broad River, 
Edisto, Charleston, Pee Dee and Santee) for which the Conference appointed 15 ministers to serve a 
membership of 2,110. 
 
However, reading Asbury’s entries into his journal of his travels in South Carolina is the best way to 
appreciate his ministry and his character.  His journal entries reveal a sense of humor, among other 
qualities.  For example, on December 8, 1812, he crossed the Broad River into York County and came to 
the home of David Leech, Esq.  He states in his journal that Leech offered him a Bible and a bottle of 
brandy; he wrote, “I took one.” 
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Born at Hamstead Bridge, a northern suburb of Birmingham, England, on August 20, 1745, Asbury 
became a local preacher at the age of 16, and an itinerant minister in 1767.  At his own request, he was 
sent by Wesley as a missionary to America in 1771, landing at Philadelphia with his companion, Richard 
Wright, on October 27.  In 1772, he was appointed Wesley’s “general assistant in America,” with 
supervisory power over all the Methodist preachers and societies in the country, but the next year was 
superseded by Thomas Rankin.  On the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, Rankin returned to England, 
but Asbury chose to remain.  Like most of the Methodist preachers, he was a nonjuror (that is, he had 
conscientious scruples concerning oaths, and refused to take the oath of allegiance required by the 
authorities), and he suffered some annoyance from the officials during the war. 
 
Asbury was fearless in the discharge of duty, possessed a keen wit and uncommon shrewdness, was far-
sighted and a good organizer.  He never married, and his salary was $64 a year. 
 
His theology was democratic and biblical.  Asbury believed that Christ’s atoning work was an answer to 
the need of the human heart and was available, not just for the elect, but for all human persons.  This had 
the effect of making all persons equal before God.  All are equally sinful.  All are equally salvable.  How 
then could a gospel messenger differentiate between rich and poor, educated and uneducated, black or 
white, politically significant or insignificant?  All stand in need of Christ.  (Salter, 2003) 
 
He visited Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia and other states or territories with great frequency.  In his 
unparalleled career, he preached about 16,500 sermons, or at least one a day, and traveled about 270,000 
miles, or 6,000 miles a year, and was the presiding bishop in no fewer than 224 annual conferences. 
 
He visited South Carolina 31 times and made his last journal entry on December 7, 1815, after leaving 
Columbia:  “We met a storm and stopped at William Baker’s, Granby.”  He died a few months later in 
Spotsylvania, Va., on March 31, 1816.  When he came to America, the Methodists numbered 10 preachers 
and 600 members; when he died, after 45 years of work, they had 695 preachers and 214,235 members. 
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Salem Gravy 
 
Salem Gravy is part of the history of James Meeting House, or as it is known today, Salem UMC.  
Located near Timmonsville, Salem can trace its lineage back to 1795.  Until 1917, when an addition was 
completed to create more space for Sunday School, Salem was a one-room building and all the services 
were held in this one room.  It was remodeled again in 1929, 1947 and 1981. 
 
Salem came to my attention through W.K. Jordan, known to most of his friends as Chubby, a member of 
my home church, Asbury Memorial UMC, and one of the most Christian persons I have known.  Salem 
was the home church for his family.  Over the years, he has shared a number of stories about Salem and 
what it was like when he was a youth.  One of those was about Salem’s Annual Barbecue, which his 
father, W.K. Jordan Sr., coordinated for many years.  Not surprisingly, perhaps, Chubby coordinates the 
annual barbecue at Asbury as well as all other meals.  He is our Chief Chef, among other things.  For 
years, his mother, Effie Doyle Jordan, prepared a special gravy to serve over the rice at the Salem 
barbecue.  Known as Salem Gravy, it was as popular as their pork barbecue.  I badgered Chubby until he 
gave me the recipe.  So here it is – revealed at last – Effie Doyle Jordan’s Salem Gravy: 
• Heads of six hogs 
Prep heads by splitting down the middle and removing the brains, snout, eyes and teeth. 
Place heads in a large pot.  Cover with water and boil until meat is tender and falls from the bone. 
Remove meat and discard fat. 
Grind meat in a sausage-type grinder.  Set aside. 
• Using multiple pots, mix on low heat the following: 
o 15  12-oz. bottles of Worcestershire Sauce 
o 24  20-oz. bottles of Heinz Catsup 
o 12  14-oz. bottles of Delmonte Catsup 
o 15  12-oz. bottles of Heinz 57 
o Salt and black pepper to taste 
• Do not let this mixture boil or scorch.  After heating, add meat and mix well. 
 
At Salem, the gravy was served over rice with barbeque, sweet potatoes and light bread, plus a slice of 
homemade cake or pie for dessert. 
 
Road Trip 
 
My first day at Wofford College was in 1959 with a number of other high school students from South 
Carolina visiting the campus on Senior’s Day.  I was sold.  From 1960 through 1964, Wofford was 
“home.”  In some ways, it still is home.  Although changed a great deal with all the new buildings and 
familiar landmarks such as Carlisle and Snyder gone, the feeling of “home” returns with every visit.  The 
sight of Old Main brings back a number of mixed memories…none more lasting than that of Dr. Charles 
Cauthen and my history major thesis. 
 
History majors, at that time, were expected to spend a semester completing a thesis on a topic of their 
choice that was approved by Dr. Cauthen.  Now a semester is a long time, and I spent the first couple of 
weeks deciding on a subject.  I finally told Dr. Cauthen that I wanted to do my paper on Haile’s Gold 
Mine since it was located in my home county.  However, after a couple more weeks of occasional library 
research, I realized there was not enough material at Wofford for a paper of the scope and depth expected.  
On my next appointment with Dr. Cauthen, who by that time was beginning to recognize I had priorities 
other than my history major thesis, he politely pointed out the days remaining in the semester and 
suggested I find another topic. 
 
Since I was beginning to think of graduate school the more I heard about Vietnam and the draft, my 
motivation to complete this requirement was beginning to draw even with those other priorities.  For some 
reason unknown to me today, other than coming from Lancaster (at that time home of the world’s largest 
cotton mill under one roof), I decided to do my paper on the effort to unionize Loray Mill, which resulted 
in the Gastonia Strikes of 1929.  Dr. Cauthen approved the topic and suggested I set up a schedule.  Which 
I did and immediately ignored to deal with those other priorities (i.e., girls, fraternity, and girls).  I finally 
spent enough time in the library to realize that I had the same problem with this topic as with my other 
choice.  Not enough research material available to do a paper.  Although in the process of researching 
material at the Wofford Library, I did discover that the best source for accounts of the Gastonia Strike was 
The Charlotte News and Observer and that past copies were on file at the Charlotte Library.  
Unfortunately, these were not available for interlibrary loan. 
 
Reluctantly, I returned to Dr. Cauthen early one morning with my most recent reason for not making 
progress on the thesis.  He asked me why I did not go to Charlotte and do my research there.  At that time, 
I did not have a car and thought this would suffice as an explanation.  He asked when I could go if I had a 
car.  Thinking I would impress him, I responded with “today.”  To my surprise, he reached into his pocket, 
handed me his car keys, told me where his car was parked and to please be back by 5:30 p.m.  I did.  The 
visit to the Charlotte Library resulted in enough material to complete the paper on time. 
 
Thankfully, I received a passing grade for the paper.  Now some 40-plus years later, I no longer know 
where a copy of the paper can be found or can recall with clarity the details of the Gastonia Strike of 1929.  
What remains vividly etched in my memory is Dr. Cauthen reaching into his pocket and handing me his 
car keys. 
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Lest We Forget 
 
This phrase, attributed to Rudyard Kipling from an 1897 poem titled “Recessional” has been used 
countless times over the years on monuments, in speeches and in other settings.  I thought of it on the day 
that I first learned of the Cleveland School fire and Beulah Methodist Church.  My friend and frequent 
traveling partner on my field work days, Cal Dent, asked as we were leaving Camden if I knew about the 
mass grave at Beulah UMC.  I did not, since Beulah was not one of the churches on my list. 
 
Beulah United Methodist Church is off Interstate 20 near Camden at Exit 101.  From the turn-off, head 
south to the T-intersection.  Turn right (heading north toward Camden) and go approximately 0.1 mile.  
Turn right again (at the sign to Beulah Church) and go about 0.4 mile.  The church will be on the right.  
Beulah dates from 1877.  While an old church, it is not on any of the three lists used for this project.  
However, its connection with the Cleveland School fire makes it unique among UMC Churches in South 
Carolina. 
 
On May 17 1923, a crowd of approximately 300 attended a graduation celebration at the Cleveland School 
in the Sandy Mill area of Kershaw County, southeast of Camden.  Cleveland School was a two-story 
wood-frame building that housed several grades.  A lamp fell from the ceiling onto the stage of the 
second-floor hall where a play was being presented, causing the burning oil to ignite the straw and oilcloth 
used as set decorations. 
 
Although an attempt was made to put out the fire, panic soon began as the people realized the spread of 
the fire was too rapid to control.  As people began to try to escape, some jumped from the second-story 
windows before a flag pole was laid against the building allowing people to slide down to safety.  Others 
were thrown from the windows onto car-seat cushions laid below to break their fall.  Many more people 
rushed to the stairs where the crush caused those in front to be trampled.  It soon became impossible for 
anyone to pass down the stairs.  Those who had escaped tried to save those stuck in the staircase, but the 
staircase eventually collapsed and at the end of the evening, 77 people were killed. 
 
Thirteen bodies were claimed by relatives and taken home for burial.  But at least 67 remained.  It was 
nearly impossible to separate and identify the other dead.  It was determined that since they had died 
together, they would be buried together. 
 
Just one mile from the school stood Beulah Methodist Church and Cemetery.  A large grave, 12 feet by 40 
feet, was prepared.  The bodies were removed from the school yard and placed in the mass grave.  
Between 3,000 and 5,000 people attended the funeral service. Source:  
http://clevelandschoolfire.com/index.htm 
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The Akron Plan 
 
As I was taking a picture of the entrance of Leesburg UM Church, I had a feeling I had seen this design 
before.  Looking back at the pictures of churches in the project, I found seven churches with corner towers 
and exposed entrances. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seeking some explanation for this coincidence, Rev. Frank Buie suggested all may have been constructed 
based upon The Akron Plan.  I had never heard of the Akron Plan, but a few minutes on the Internet 
provided some information that may explain the popularity of this design. 
 
Although relatively unknown today, the Akron Plan Sunday School was a popular type of religious 
building that developed in the late 19th century in response to the nation’s growing educational 
movement.  The design was named for the city of Akron, Ohio, where the plan was first used in the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church.  The main feature of the Akron Plan is a large open space, the “rotunda,” 
Trinity UM Church 
Bamberg County 
St. Paul UM Church 
Chesterfield County 
Main Street UM Church 
Dillon County 
Trinity UM Church 
York County 
Edgefield UM Church 
Edgefield County 
First UM Church 
Marlboro County 
Leesville UM Church 
Lexington County 
surrounded by smaller classrooms on one or two levels.  These classrooms open onto the rotunda by 
means of folding doors or sliding shutters.  In large churches, the plan may have included as many as 25 
classrooms, contrasted to smaller rural churches with only two or three classrooms on each floor. 
During the 18th and early 19th century in England and the United States, religious institutions created 
Sunday Schools to help educate poor and indigent children; often, this was the only formal education they 
received.  The Methodist movement was at the forefront of the Sunday School effort.  Bishop Francis 
Asbury was instrumental in promoting the concept.  In 1790, The Methodist Episcopal Conference at 
Charleston, S.C., ordered pastors to form a Sunday School for whites and blacks, with voluntary teachers. 
 
The first Sunday School classes were typically held in the church sanctuary or in a chapel-like building 
adjacent to the church.  Children and adults often attended the same classes; this arrangement appealed to 
many ministers and parents, since it allowed the Sunday School lesson to be discussed among all family 
members after church.  Unfortunately, this system had many disadvantages.  Like in the one-room 
schoolhouse, the teaching style could not be tailored to each age group, and the mix of children of 
different ages led to discipline problems.  Following the model of public education, many Christian 
educators believed that Sunday Schools should be graded, allowing children of the same age to be taught 
together in a style and manner suited to their age and temperament.  
 
At the same time, the idea of uniform lesson plans that would allow students all over the world to study 
the same lesson became a driving force within the Sunday School movement.  The uniform lesson did 
help to bind together Sunday School forces of the world.  Before the development of the Uniform Lesson 
System, the selection of lessons was haphazard.  These lessons were a great help and a definite step 
forward.  However, the Uniform Lesson System did not survive.  One reason for its demise was the fact 
that they were not written to fully fill the needs of the students.  But the uniform lesson plan was a 
foundation on which later improvements were built. 
 
The Akron Plan Sunday School was developed in response to the Uniform Lesson System and the need to 
combine instruction by grade with group recitation and prayer.  Unlike any popular secular school 
arrangement, the Akron Plan merged the physical arrangements found in both the one-room schoolhouse 
and graded classroom layout. 
 
Akron Plan Sunday Schools were used in the period between morning and afternoon services.  After the 
morning service, teachers and children would proceed to the Sunday School building and enter their 
respective classrooms.  The Sunday School superintendent would then open the day’s session with a 
prayer and a reading from the relevant passage of scripture, speaking from a podium located in the center 
of the rotunda that was in sight of each student’s seat.  The teachers would then close the folding doors or 
sliding shutters, thereby separating each classroom from the rotunda and begin the day’s lesson.  At the 
appointed time, the doors or shutters would be reopened and the students would recite the scriptural 
passage for the day.  The session would end in prayer, and the students would rejoin their parents in 
church for the afternoon service. 
 
The Akron Plan Sunday School is a type of building that was adapted to a variety of architectural and 
decorative styles.  Early examples were usually constructed in the Victorian Gothic style for large urban 
congregations or in the Carpenter Gothic style for smaller rural congregations.  Later in the 19th century, 
the Romanesque Revival style became popular, followed in the 20th century by the Colonial Revival and 
Neo-Classical styles.  Congregations that had existing houses of worship with auditorium-style sanctuaries 
often built the Akron Plan Sunday School.  This style is compatible with the Akron Plan and contains a 
square or circular interior with curved or banked seating directed toward the pulpit. 
 
101 
 
The disenchantment with the uniform lesson plan in the early 20th century caused the decline in 
popularity of the Akron Plan Sunday School.  Christian educators increasingly believed that the content of 
Sunday School lessons, not just the style and manner of teaching, should be tailored to each age group.  
Sunday School buildings became more like public school buildings, using separate classrooms for each 
“grade,” thereby ending the need for a central rotunda. 
 
I have not verified if the churches displayed above were constructed with the Akron Plan as an integral 
part of their design.  But this looks like a potential project for a future date.  Source: 
http://www.sacredplaces.org/PSP-InfoClearingHouse/articles/American%20Religious%20Buildings.htm 
Appendix A 
Heritage Sites 
 
As Methodism in America grew from a movement to societies and to a denomination, a number of 
“churches” date their beginning to the time period prior to the organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.  I believe it is important to recognize those that by their existence assisted with the transition from 
society to Church.  Since officially the Methodist Church in America did not exist until the Christmas 
Conference in 1784 or belong to a Conference in South Carolina until its First Annual Conference in1787, 
I have called these “heritage sites” in the belief that each deserves recognition.  Some are on one or more 
of the sources used to create my list of historic Methodist Churches and places, but many are not.  I want 
to thank Dr. Roger Gramling and Rev.Frank Buie for allowing me to borrow from their work. 
 
This is a work in progress.  Please e-mail any additions or corrections to: Jimbjneal@aol.com or call at 
803-739-0896. 
 
Methodist Churches in South Carolina:  Heritage Sites 
 
Date   Name     County 
1735   Central    Marion 
1761   Bethel     Fairfield 
1763   Asbury (Sims Meeting House) Cherokee 
1775   Mt. Bethel    Laurens 
1776   Republican    McCormick 
1778   Tabernacle    Chesterfield 
1779   St. James    Charleston 
1780    Indian Field    Colleton 
1780   Liberty    Spartanburg 
1782   Blue Meeting House*   Charleston 
      (Cumberland Street) 
1784   Shady Grove    Richland 
      (Busby’s Meeting House) 
1784   Fork Creek*    Chesterfield 
1784 Christmas Conference  Baltimore 
   Creates the Methodist 
   Episcopal Church 
1785   Rembert*    Lee 
1785   Carlisle    Union 
1785   Duncan Memorial (Georgetown)* Georgetown 
1785   Grove (Lebanon)*   Greenville 
1786   Andrews Chapel*   Clarendon 
1786    Trinity (Enoree)   Spartanburg 
1786   Caper’s Chapel   Chester 
1786   Mt. Andrew    Marion 
      (Buck Swamp Society) 
1786   First     Marion 
1786   Macedonia    Marion 
      (Smith’s Meeting House) 
1786    Bethea’s Meeting House (Dothan) Dillon 
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1787   Bradford’s Meeting House  Sumter 
      (Green Swamp) 
1787   Union     Lakeview 
1787   Lyttleton Street*   Kershaw 
1787 First South Carolina   Charleston 
   Annual Conference 
 
Methodist Churches in South Carolina, 1788-1886 
 
Date   Name     County 
1788   Beauty Spot*    Marlboro 
1788   Van Wyck    Lancaster 
1789   Gully Meeting House   Darlington 
   (Wesley Chapel)* 
1789   Cannon’s Camp Ground  Darlington 
1790   White Meeting House *  Orangeburg 
1790   Union     Horry 
1791   Trinity*    Charleston 
1792   Hanging Rock    Kershaw 
1794   Cypress Campground*  Dorchester 
1794   New Hope    Chester 
1795   Mount Bethel Academy*  Newberry 
1796   Island Creek*    Colleton 
1797   Old Bethel*    Charleston 
1798   Camp Creek*    Lancaster 
1799   Saint John’s    Lee 
1800   Cattle Creek Campground*  Orangeburg 
1800   Mount Hebron *   Lexington 
1800   Shiloh     Darlington 
1802   Pisgah     Marion 
1804   Washington Street*   Richland 
1800   Shady Grove*    Calhoun 
1800’s   Tabernacle    Lancaster 
1800’s   Old Galilee    Marlboro 
1800   Mt. Olivet    Chesterfield 
1802   Tabernacle    Spartanburg 
1803   Liberty Chapel (Saint Paul)  Dillon 
1808   Winnsboro (First)*   Fairfield 
1811   Clark     Sumter 
1812   Canaan    York 
1814   Spring Hill*    Berkeley 
1814   Bethlehem    Lee 
1815    Jericho*    Calhoun 
1815   Sardis (Union)   Union 
1816   Newman Swamp   Lamar 
1816   Prospect 
1817   Bethlehem    Lee 
1820   New Chapel*    Newberry 
1820   St. Paul*    Chesterfield 
1820   Salem     Lancaster 
1822   Ebenezer    Willliamsburg 
1823   Spann*    Saluda 
1824   Trinity*    York 
1824   Tabernacle*    Greenwood 
1825   Shiloh*    Spartanburg 
1828   St. John’s*    Anderson 
1830   Jacksons Grove (reopened in 2003)* Spartanburg 
1830   New Hope    Jonesville 
1830   Trinity*    Darlington 
1832   Cheraw (First)*   Chesterfield 
1832   Old Methodist*   Laurens 
1832   Philadelphia    York 
1832   Tranquil    Marion 
1833   Bogansville    Jonesville 
1833   First     Lancaster 
1834   Trinity     Darlington 
1835   Ebenezer*    Marion 
1835   Old Clio*    Marlboro 
1838   Central *    Spartanburg 
1838   Bethel*    Chester 
1835   Trinity     Sumter 
1835   Belair     York 
1837   Centenary    Marion 
1838   Concord    Lee 
1839   Fingerville    Chesnee 
1839   Sampit *    Georgetown 
1840   Buford Street    Gaffney 
1840   Appleby*    Dorchester 
1841   Edgefield*    Edgefield 
1842   McBee Chapel *   Greenville 
1842   Union     McBee 
1842   Damascus    Kershaw 
1843   Zion*     Orangeburg 
1843   Armenia    Chester 
1845   Kingston (Conway)   Horry 
1845   St. John’s*    Aiken 
1845   Yarborough’s Chapel   Cross Anchor 
   (merged with Cross Anchor 2001) 
1845   Smyrna    Marlboro 
1848   Indian Field Campground*  Dorchester 
1849   Hebron (McBee) 
1849   Sandy Grove    Bethune 
1850   Glendale (closed 2005)  Spartanburg 
1850   Fairmont    Spartanburg 
1850   Duncan     Spartanburg 
1850   Mt. Elon    Jefferson 
1853   Bethel*    Charleston 
1854   Cokesbury College*   Greenwood 
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1854   Wofford College*   Spartanburg 
1854   Kellybell    Darlington 
1854   Bethesda    Chester 
1855   Hebron    Horry 
1856   Mesopotamia    Gaffney 
1856   Bethel, Spartanburg   Spartanburg 
1858   Walnut Grove    Spartanburg 
1859   St. Luke    Lancaster 
1861   Monticello*    Fairfield 
1862   Mount Hebron Temperance Hall* Lexington 
1862   Mt. Zion*    Sumter 
1862   Mt. Vernon    York 
1865   John Wesley    Lamar 
1866   Pearl Street (St. James)*  Darlington 
1866   Patterson’s Chapel   Enoree 
1866   Hopewell    Jefferson 
1866   Rock Spring    Camden 
1866   Salem     Pageland 
1866   St. James    Darlington 
1867   St. John’s    Darlingon 
1868   Mt. Prospect    Lugoff 
1868   New Hope    McBee 
1868   Rehobeth    Marion 
1868   Brown Chapel    Horry 
1869   Silver Hill Memorial   Spartanburg 
1869   Trinity, Chesnee   Spartanburg 
1869   Sandy Bluff    Lee 
1869   Bethel     Lancaster 
1870   Ruff’s Chapel*   Fairfield 
1870   Green Pond    York 
1870   Hopewell    Lancaster 
1870   Zion     Lancaster 
1871   St. Paul’s    Marion 
1871   Dunton    Cherokee 
1871   Asbury    Marlboro 
1872   New Union    Lee 
1872   Shiloh     Marlboro 
1872   Heaven Gate    Horry 
1873    Grace     Union 
1873   Jonesville    Jonesville 
1875   Foster’s Chapel   Jonesville 
1876   St John    Blacksburg 
1876   Mt. Monah    Mayesville 
1876   Mt. Harmony    York 
1879   Wesley Chapel   Lockhart 
1880   Landrum    Landrum 
1881   Campobello    Spartanburg 
1882   Montgomery Memorial  Pacolet 
1885   Salem     Cowpens 
1885   Pacolet    Pacolet 
1886   Pleasant View    Cowpens 
1886   Albert’s Chapel   Gaffney 
* Included on one or more of the list of historic places used for this project. 
Source:  Dr. Roger Gramling and Rev. Frank Buie, who generously shared their work of many years. 
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On-line: 
At the time of printing, Dr. Phillip Stone, Archivist for the South Carolina Conference of the United 
Methodist Church located in the Sandor Teszler Library at Wofford College, was exploring ways to create 
a link to this book within the Archives web site. For information on how to access this material on-line 
contact: 
Dr. Phillip Stone 
Archivist 
stonerp@wofford.edu  
(864) 597-4313  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
